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of British Columbia, governed by an eight-person board 
of directors appointed by  and from our staff. Our head 
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The Other Press is published weekly during the fall 
and winter semesters, and monthly during the summer. 
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Press is a member of the Canadian University Press 
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Bodies in the sand  
Tropical drink melting in your hand
“It is not these well-fed long-haired men that I fear, but the pale and the hungry-looking.” 
- Julius Caesar
Well cats and kittens, I hope you’ve got your skimpy skivvies prepped and ready to go for beach season, 
because this summer’s set to be a scorcher! Wait. Hold the phone. Let’s pretend I didn’t just refer to you, our 
respected and cherished readers, as “cats” and/or “kittens” (whichever the case may be); is my social anxiety over 
parading my painfully pale “bod”in front of the world showing already? Every year it’s the same, beginning in January 
with the optimistic, if totally self- depreciating (and totally bullshit) New Year’s resolution to get into shape, I’m left 
wanting and reflecting on my poor choices six months (or roughly 180 days) after the fact. Do you ever stop to wonder that 
maybe, you never even really wanted to make the “change” in the first place?
Each and every day we make choices: when to get up, what to eat, who to talk to, what to read, and what to do with the time 
we have. Each choice we make changes our course for the day, impacting every action and subsequent result that follows in 
miniscule and equally profound ways. Hypothetically speaking, if I started the morning eating two breakfast sandwiches at 
McDonald’s, Imight decide to watch my caloric intake for the rest of the day and eat nothing but celery and grapefruit to try and 
make up for it. Alternatively, I might just say “eff it,” as I am prone to do, and binge and eat terribly for the entirety of my waking 
hours, promising myself that it won’t become a regular “thing.” What I’m trying to say is: I shouldn’t be surprised that I’m in the 
sorry state that I am. 
Looking back to the big ball drop and the grandiose thoughts of self-improvement that were racing through my head at the time, I 
didn’t do anything to achieve, or (let’s be honest) evenhalfway meet, the goals I set for myself. That said, I think I’m kind of okay 
with it. If like me you’ve a history of fasting before a big beach day in an attempt to trick those around you into believing you’re 
just that skinny, don’t bother. To be honest—and I mean this in the best of ways—no one cares. So get out there and enjoy the 
few months of decent weather we have each year you beautiful (insert body-type here) so-and-so.
As far as this month’s edition of The Other Press is concerned, our oiled-up and super slick squad of editors and writers 
cover topics ranging from coverage of local Enbridge protests, summer skin care, an ode to finding (or not finding) 
employment after graduation, as well as our exclusive Euro 2012 preview. Also, don’t forget to check us out online 
at www.theotherpress.ca for all this and more. Happy June, you beach bums!
Later days,
Cody Klyne
 
Editor in chief 
The Other Press
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By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
The newly elected Douglas Student Union 
Representative Committee moved into 
their offices at the New Westminster 
campus last month and begun planning the 
year’s events as well as making its presence 
known in the concourse. This year’s group 
of student representatives is hoping to 
remain a service-oriented entity and has set 
course to maximize student engagement.
“We want to reconnect with students,” 
said Jill Griffin, External Relations 
Coordinator. “We want to restart our 
services, which is why “ReStart” was our 
name!” 
Restarting services means making sure 
students are aware of the services the DSU 
offers. We want to build on our services 
and to make sure there are more services 
for students. We noticed there was a need 
for a computer lab, students were talking 
about it. It’s definitely something we’re 
looking into,” Griffin stated.
As well as considering the 
implementation of a computer lab, the 
ReStart committee plans on carrying out 
last year’s plan to ban the sale of bottled 
water on campus.
“We’re looking into looking forward 
to banning the sale of bottled water on 
campus but we know students drink a lot 
of water,” explained Griffin. “We have to 
educate as well and explain ‘this is bad 
for you, it’s bad for the environment’ and 
also provide alternatives by working with 
the college to bring in filling stations. 
This board is looking to ban the sale of 
bottled water and looking toward a more 
environmentally friendly campus.”
Different than last year’s board 
however is the attitude towards spending 
on DSU branded goods such as lanyards, 
water bottles, and T-shirts—of which tens 
of thousands of dollars of students fees 
went towards.
“This year we have more of a strategic 
plan as far as purchasing and distributing 
goes. What we do is we look at events 
we’re going to be having and before there 
are any purchases or orders going in we 
look at exactly what we need, how we’ll 
distribute it and how many students we’ll 
be distributing [to],” 
Griffin explained. “Last year it was more of 
a ‘let’s bulk purchase everything and we’ll 
get rid of it eventually’ plan.”
 “We have some really amazing, 
positive, and outgoing students who 
already have a background working with 
students,” said Griffin, “[The board] has 
people from Office for New Students and 
from DougLife who are really excited to 
interact with students. They’re here at 
the DSU to bring what students want, to 
listen to the students and give them what 
they want. We’re fulfilling the student’s 
mandate, we’re not coming in and saying, 
‘we’re doing this’, we’re saying, ‘we heard 
you want this and here it is.’”
If anyone is looking to volunteer you 
can let us know. The more help and more 
feedback means we can do things that 
students want to see and connect with the 
membership.”
Jill Griffin can be reached at external@dsu18.ca.
Adult Basic Education program facing budget trim
Funding cuts not compatible with Premier’s ‘Jobs Plan’: CFS
ReStart settles in at DSU offices
This year’s board plans to focus on students services
Urgent: June 14 tuition 
deadline for credit card 
payments
New policy regarding tuition payment 
effective this month
By David Hollinshead, Staff Writer
The provincial government’s recent cuts to post-secondary education are set to influence 
adult basic education (ABE) 
programs. 
The basic premise of ABE, is to 
help British Columbians achieve 
course credits that they hadn’t 
finished in high school in order to 
get their high school diploma or to 
boost their grades enough to move 
on to post-secondary education. 
Students and educators have 
depended on the government’s 
upkeep of ABE programs to 
enhance their employable skills.
“Funding for adult basic 
education helps the most 
vulnerable people in BC access 
meaningful employment and 
post-secondary education,” said 
Katie Marocchi, Chairperson of the 
Canadian Federation of Students-
British Columbia. “Funding cuts to 
education programs are simply not 
compatible with the Premier’s ‘Jobs 
Plan.’”
“If the Premier wanted her Jobs 
Plan to be effective, she would have 
included additional funding and 
student support services for ABE in 
the February budget,“ said Cindy 
Oliver, President of the Federation 
of Post-Secondary Educators. 
“What we got instead was a call to 
cut institutional budgets by 1 [per 
cent],” Oliver added. “Those cuts, 
along with a decade of chronic 
under funding by this government, 
are closing the door on thousands 
of adult learners who want to 
start or complete a post-secondary 
education. That’s a misguided 
approach and needs to change.”
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
Starting June 14, Douglas College students will no longer be able to pay tuition via credit card according to an announcement by school 
administration last month. Specifically, the college 
will no longer accept credit card payments for tuition, 
registration fees, services fees, Students’ Union fees, or 
U-Pass fees. The school set this deadline to stop paying 
the burdensome costs of transaction fees imposed on the 
school every year by credit card companies. 
International students however, are still allotted the 
option of credit card payment due to the difficulties in 
international banking exchanges. Also, those enrolled 
in Continuing Education courses and Training Group 
courses can still choose the method of credit card 
payment.
Also changed in accordance to the new payment 
policy are deadlines and dropping fees. For Fall Semester 
2012 the payment deadline is August 20 and, for courses 
added after the deadline, September 18. After the latter 
deadline a charge of $25 per course is added for the first 
month post-deadline and $100 per month thereafter. 
Students who drop courses now receive of a 50 per cent 
reimbursement, up seven per cent from the previous rate 
of 43 per cent. The $100 dropping fee has also been axed.
For more information regarding tuition payments for Fall 2012 
visit www.douglas.bc.ca/application-services/registration-guide/
tuition-fees/tuition-payment.html#locationsAndMethods.
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By Naomi Ambrose, Contributor 
Over 100 Douglas College students participated in a nationwide pilot project 
that could help college students 
to increase their Essential Skills 
levels—skills valuable to many 
careers that Douglas trains students 
in.
These essential skills, according 
to HRSDC (Human Resources 
and Skills Development Canada), 
are nine essential skills that are 
necessary for work, life, and 
learning. They include document 
use, reading text, numeracy, 
writing, computer use, working 
with others, oral communication, 
thinking skills, and continuous 
learning. These essential skills are 
measured on a five-point scale in 
which Level 3 is the recommended 
minimum level needed to meet 
the challenges of today’s world—
challenges that many college 
students may have difficulty 
overcoming.
Research from T. Scott 
Murray, the senior Advisor, 
Human Resources in Science and 
Technology at Statistics Canada 
reveals that between 15–32 per cent 
of students admitted to Canadian 
Colleges have Essential Skills at 
Level 1 and 2. Students at these 
levels do not have the foundational 
skills necessary to learn new skills 
and adapt to situations. This puts 
them at a significant disadvantage 
for learning at the college level. 
They are more likely to have 
challenges when it comes to 
meeting deadlines and completing 
assignments successfully.
Since many of these students 
were more likely to encounter these 
challenges, the ACCC (Association 
for Canadian Community Colleges), 
funded by HRSDC, embarked on 
a project entitled “Developing a 
National Framework for Essential 
Skills: Seeking Harmony While 
Respecting Diversity.” The program 
is conducted with participation 
from eight colleges across Canada, 
with Douglas College as the lead 
institution.
At Douglas College, the 
Training Group spearheaded the 
Douglas College leg of the project. 
“The Training Group at Douglas 
College has extensive experience 
in Essential Skills training and 
has been involved in numerous 
Essential Skills projects so when 
the opportunity arose to participate 
in this project, we were happy to 
do so,” said Cat Adler, the Skills 
Coach from the Training Group and 
student recruiter for the project.
Adler further stated that “we 
focused on students studying 
in Health Sciences and Business 
since these are the areas with 
high employability rates.” These 
students participated in weekly 
study sessions from February to 
April whereby they received free 
tutoring on study skills techniques. 
They also got a chance to win Tim 
Horton gift cards, tuition, and 
iPads. To qualify for the study 
sessions, students had to score a 
level 2 in Document Use. 
To assess the students’ level, 
Adler stated that “the TOWES 
(Test of Workplace Essential Skills) 
or the CLE (Canadian Literacy 
Evaluation) methods were used. 
These assessments focused on 
reading text, document use, and 
numeracy.”
When asked about the 
improvement in the students’ scores 
from the post assessment test, Adler 
replied “So far, out of 21 students 
that scored a Level 2 in Document 
use, 17 had gone up to Level 3. Out 
of six students that scored a Level 
2 in Reading Text, all six had gone 
up to  Level 3 and out of seven 
students that scored a level 2 in 
numeracy, all seven had gone up 
to Level 3, while two students that 
had been at Level 3 dropped to 
Level 2.”
Adler further stated that “Our 
primary goal is to show that with a 
relatively short term intervention, 
we can help students to be more 
successful at school (which should 
later on translate to increased 
success at work), by increasing their 
Essential Skills Level from a Level 2 
to a Level 3.”
Anti-Enbridge outrage 
Protest group rallies outside of energy conference
Douglas College students participate in Essential Skills 
education pilot project
 “…essential skills are measured on a five-point scale in which Level 3 
is the recommended minimum level needed to meet the challenges 
of today’s world—challenges that many college students may have 
difficulty overcoming.”
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
On Wednesday, May 30, a small group of protesters stood 
outside of the Canadian Oil and 
Gas Export Summit at the Four 
Seasons Hotel to rally against the 
proposed Enbridge pipeline and 
other industrial projects in proposal 
for British Columbia. Among the 
crowd were small families, curious 
onlookers, many young people, and 
the Vancouver Police Department.
“This issue isn’t just about the 
pipeline, it’s about what is on the 
other end of the pipeline,” spoke 
Harjap Grewal of the Council of 
Canadians. “We’re not opposing 
Enbridge just because of the impact 
it will have on the coast and in the 
rivers and streams. We’re actually 
in solidarity with the people in Fort 
Chipewyan, the people in Northern 
Alberta.”
While many at the rally were 
there on their own political accord, 
a couple of grassroots groups were 
also outside the Four Seasons Hotel 
informing fellow protesters of their 
own group’s agenda—including 
a band of residents from Christy 
Clark’s riding of Vancouver-Point 
Grey.
Representing Voters Taking 
Action on Climate Change, Kevin 
Washbrook told The Other Press 
that “We’ve raised all this money 
for these ads through bake sales 
and through dance parties. The 
point is to show its not big shadowy 
organizations, it’s people on the 
ground who care about this stuff.”
A few protesters also wielded 
pots and pans, symbolic of the 
Quebec-inspired casserole protests 
taking place later in the day.
 “I think generally, being in 
the streets and having protests is 
a really great way of getting the 
message out,” claimed Grewal. “I 
think people are going to need to 
push the envelope and push the 
boundaries of protest to actually 
really challenge the different levels 
of government and industry and 
create uncertainty for them. We 
want to create uncertainty for the 
economics of these projects. We, 
as disobeying people will be that 
uncertainty.”
Attendees of the summit itself, 
which featured prominent oil and 
gas industry executives, seemed to 
ignore the protest. The Canadian 
Pacific Railway were also featured 
at the export summit, proposing 
rail transport as an alternative 
to the often-derided pipelines, a 
concession not favoured by all of 
those protesting.
“People have to ask themselves, 
if they cancel the pipeline and 
decide to ship tar sands crude by 
rail to the same port, would they be 
okay with that?” proposed Grewal. 
“I would say ‘no,’ because I don’t 
like the tar sands. I think the tar 
sands are a horribly destructive 
project.”
“The Canadian Pacific Railway were also featured at the export summit, 
proposing rail transport as an alternative to the often-derided pipelines, 
a concession not favoured by all of those protesting.”
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Japan Hotel School students explore the province 
Hospitality students the first to participate in program
Wales Field School runs full circle
Douglas students leave for Carmarthen as Trinity students head home
By Naomi Ambrose, Contributor 
Fifty students from the Japan Hotel School finished a three-week orientation program, 
exploring some of the province’s 
most popular historical and cultural 
locations last month. The students, 
who arrived in Vancouver on April 
14, are the first group to participate 
in the program after Douglas signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
last May.
These explorations included 
activities such as cycling in 
Stanley Park, scavenger hunting 
at Granville Island, and sailing 
across the Georgia Strait from the 
Tsawwassen Ferry Terminal to 
Victoria’s Swartz Bay.
Yuta Kon, a student from 
the program, expressed his 
appreciation and enjoyment of 
the orientation activities. “My 
favourites were [the] hotel tours 
and [the] Victoria trip because I 
love hotels and seeing Canadian 
hotels was a great experience for 
my career. Victoria was a wonderful 
place and the weather was great, 
so I really enjoyed [it]. I’d like to go 
there again.”
Kaori Nagahisa, echoed similar 
sentiments. “My favourite activity 
was the hotel tours because it was 
a precious experience to have seen 
some hotels in Canada.”
Mehrnaz Kobari, Orientation 
and Event Coordinator explains, 
“I wanted the students to have 
a great time during their break 
before classes and [I] thought that 
[by] providing these activities, 
the students would’ve gotten the 
chance to explore Vancouver, gain 
experience and knowledge about 
the hospitality or tourism industry, 
and give them an opportunity to 
practice their English. Exploring 
Vancouver with them was also 
interesting; just seeing some of their 
reactions to the various locations 
made me appreciate our city even 
more”
Kaori, Yuta, and the 48 other 
students are all here at Douglas 
College as part of a memorandum 
of understanding between Douglas 
College and Tokyo’s Japan Hotel 
School in which up to 50 students 
per year attend Douglas College 
for a mix of ESL and Hospitality 
training. Students participate in a 
10-month program that begins in 
April of each year.
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
Last month, students from University of Wales Trinity St. David studied at Douglas 
College, immersing themselves 
in the many sights and activities 
of Metro Vancouver while being 
guests of the Canadian students 
they have hosted in the past half-
decade.
“It’s weird actually, because 
we’re used to people coming over 
to us and we show them around. 
Having it the other way around is 
good because everyone has been 
really helpful and welcoming,” said 
Matthew Sullivan of the TSD Acting 
program. “Having it the other way 
around is good—everyone has been 
really helpful and welcoming!”
Douglas hosted students from 
both the TSD early childhood 
education program and the acting 
program. Students on the exchange 
to Douglas were keen on being 
guests to the school whose students 
often fill their residence halls in the 
summer months.
“I think Douglas College is 
becoming a bit like Trinity—it is 
encouraging international students 
and I think it is doing really well in 
that respect,” explained Sullivan. 
“I think the place itself, as an 
institution has got a lot of integrity 
and I have a lot of respect for the 
place.”
Trinity has also become a 
popular option for Douglas College 
theatre students wishing to earn 
their bachelor’s degree after earning 
their Diploma of Performing Arts 
in Theatre. Heading to the TSD 
Carmarthen campus this September 
to complete their BA in Acting from 
Douglas are Julia Siedlanowska, 
Zach Blumke, Ian Duck, Claire 
Pollock, and Jake Gillespie.
“I’m really looking forward to 
attending Trinity come September, 
it is a fantastic opportunity to get 
my degree, study abroad, meet new 
people, and see new things,” said 
Gillespie.
The TSD acting students 
shared their enthusiasm for their 
time at Douglas College and the 
international relationship their 
school has with the institute.
“We were representing our own 
college, representing our country 
and we hope we’ve shown Wales 
and Trinity to be a great place 
so people will want to come to 
Trinity more and experience our 
culture as much as we’ve enjoyed 
experiencing their culture,” said 
Abs Staddon of TSD Acting.
On May 25 the Wales Field 
School 2012 students left YVR 
to Carmarthen via Gatwick and 
awaited arrival with anticipation.
“I’ve heard a lot of stories about 
Conway Davies’ presentations and 
speeches. I’m looking forward to 
what they’re going to be like in real 
life,” explained Kiera Floor.
“I’m looking forward to 
seeing some castles,” said Andrew 
Ducholke. “That really interests 
me.”
The Trinity students ended their 
stay at Arundel Mansion across 
from Douglas with a performance 
of the Greek classic Oedipus. 
“Being able to perform in 
[Laura C. Muir] theatre with 
people from our college and also 
to be supported by people of 
Douglas College and to receive 
all the enthusiasm and feedback 
we had felt really embracing and 
welcoming,” remarked Staddon.
 “I’ve really enjoyed my 
time here at Douglas College. 
I feel everyone has been very 
supportive,” said Rachel Lewis of 
the TSD Acting program. “I’ve also 
enjoyed working with all the people 
here and hope that [Wales Field 
School students] will enjoy their 
time in Wales!”
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By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Wes Anderson’s latest, Moonrise Kingdom, was released in Canada 
on June 1. This is the first film 
since the beloved indie director’s 
Fantastic Mr. Fox (2009), and if 
time has proven anything, it’s that 
the fantastic Mr. Anderson only 
continues to get better at his craft.
Moonrise Kingdom tells the 
story of two socially awkward 
children named Sam Shakusky 
(Jared Gilman) and Suzy Bishop 
(Kara Hayward) in 1965. The two 
experience love at first sight and 
conspire to runaway together one 
year later. Determined to let nothing 
tear them apart, they are constantly 
in pursuit by Sam’s Scout Master 
(Edward Norton), Suzy’s parents 
(Frances McDormand and Bill 
Murray), and a local, middle-aged 
cop (Bruce Willis).
Although not featured in the 
top bill, stars Gilman and Hayward 
not only flawlessly steal the show, 
they, to be as clichéd as possible, 
steal your heart as well. Their 
maturity and impeccable delivery 
make for a truly sweet and innocent 
romance. As for their more adult 
peers, Norton and Willis really 
are the most unique of the adults, 
struggling to be role models for 
Shakusky while at the same time 
finding themselves in what appears 
to be a mid-life crisis.
Abundant with Anderson’s 
typical gorgeous and painting-
like cinematography, a superb 
cast, and hilarity all around, 
Moonrise Kingdom may very well be 
Anderson’s greatest film to date.
By Clinton Hallahan, Contributor
Bookended by fireworks, Celebration Rock (released worldwide June 5) 
by Vancouver punk rockers 
Japandroids has done away with 
all that pesky “breathing” and 
“pausing” that colours basic human 
function in lieu of some serious 
velocity. That was their hallmark on 
their breakout LP, Post-Nothing, but 
fans of that record will find more 
“Wet Hair” than “Crazy Forever” 
on this one, their most recent minor 
triumph. 
Japandroids have always 
prayed to the Mecca of Big Sexy 
Hooks, and have an uncanny 
ability to bury those hooks deep 
in your brain. But Celebration Rock 
becomes oddly empty in that 
pursuit. The same techniques are 
there—the immaculate riffs, the 
vocal cues primed for Facebook, 
and, again, that unbridled velocity 
perfect for field parties and road 
trips—but the album is a Tuesday 
party; a gathering with no goal but 
celebrating celebration. It’s fun, and 
maybe even awesome, but fleeting 
and hedonistic. 
Hip hop has “hashtag rap,” 
a jokey kind of call-and-response 
that breaks flow for punch lines, 
so maybe this is the logical analog 
in rock music: worship for the 
almighty good time and little 
ambition for anything else. Maybe 
that’s where the kids are these days.
Japandroids shouldn’t 
celebrate just yet
Caught in a Teen Daze
They’re just two mentally unstable kids in love
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Local electronic artist Teen Daze has skyrocketed to popularity over the last 
year, touring non-stop around the 
world. On top of that, he’s still 
found the time to release his new 
album, All of Us, Together (June 
5)—but popularity certainly hasn’t 
been much of a distraction for him 
in terms of style.
Clocking in at just under 45 
minutes, All of Us, Together is one 
of those albums you can listen 
to a dozen times over and still 
have a great time with. Beat after 
beat, track after track, this album 
makes the perfect soundtrack 
for just about any situation. 
Whether you’re dancing in your 
bedroom or need something to 
fill the background of a party, it’s 
simply a necessary ingredient 
for anything requiring a chill 
atmosphere.
It’s one of the few albums I 
could recommend to just about 
anyone, regardless of their 
musical tastes. There is something 
of a light flaw in that though, 
because while it’s sure to be a fun 
listen for just about anyone, that 
universality doesn’t say much if 
Teen Daze is trying to establish 
anything beyond having a good 
time.
Nonetheless, All of Us, Together 
is, again, a fun listen and should 
be a part of just about everyone’s 
collection.
8Arts Have a story idea? E-mail us at arts@otherpress.ca
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
As tuition-paying students, we are entitled to many a spoil that I’m sad to say most rarely take advantage of. From the 
weekly Arts at One concerts that run during the 
fall and winter semesters to the Artist’s Talks 
courtesy of the Amelia Douglas Gallery (both 
occurring in New West), these often wonderful 
and enlightening events are made available to us 
in an attempt to bring some culture to students. 
That said, it is also on the part of the school to 
give students opportunities to express themselves 
as well. With that comes an exciting new 
collaboration between Douglas College and the 
New Westminster Culture Crawl entitled “A Big 
To-DO: A Celebration of Art at Douglas College.”
The Celebration of Art offers students 
and faculty with artistic talents the chance to 
show their stuff to the student body and local 
community by displaying their selected works 
in the Amelia Douglas gallery from August 2 to 
September 14. This is a fantastic opportunity for 
any and all students who are looking for ways to 
express themselves artistically—without the ever-
looming threat of the “bad grade.”
We all inhibit our own gifts and talents, and 
so the range of works that may be submitted 
include paintings, sculptures, photography, crafts, 
and any other works that may be qualified as art. 
This openness to style and ability should bring 
forth what is expected to be a brilliant multimedia 
exhibit, offering students from all artistic 
backgrounds and interests to come together in 
one of the most exciting ways possible.
In a school that offers such a wide range of 
educational opportunities, while playing host to 
a great gallery, this upcoming exhibit is perhaps 
one of the best ways to encourage a more culture-
influenced side of the student body that we, 
again, don’t see very often. As for those who are 
considering perusing a more arts-focused career 
path, this exhibit will also of course be a chance 
for those to get some understanding of what goes 
into submitting works and organizing a gallery 
exhibit.
Guidelines to be entered in A Big To-DO: A 
Celebration of Art at Douglas College request 
that the artist send high-resolution images of 
one to four works, along with their title, date of 
completion, dimensions, and—if for sale—their 
asking price to Nassi Soofi (soofin@douglascollge.
ca) by Friday July 6. A one-to-two paragraph bio 
and artist statement is also required of the artist, 
which will give both faculty and the viewing 
public some context behind the piece(s) and artist 
themselves.
I encourage all those with visually artistic 
abilities to take advantage of this exhibit, and to 
remember to have a fun time getting involved!
Show us your stuff!
Presenting the first ever Celebration of Art at Douglas College
Going ‘Bananas!*’
Dole Food Company’s banana slip-up and what it meant for free speech
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
In 2009, Swedish filmmaker Fredrik Gertten met a great deal of controversy when he tried to 
release the documentary Bananas!*. 
The film examined the use of an 
illegal pesticide by the Dole Food 
Company on its banana farmers 
in Latin America. This pesticide, 
abbreviated as DBCP, caused 
many of the farmers to become 
sterile, and has over time, despite 
the end of its usage, resulted in 
further devastating effects to the 
environment.
For the year following 
Bananas!*’ attempted release, Dole 
filed lawsuits again Gertten and 
his crew, stating the film was based 
on false claims, and went as far as 
contacting individual news sources 
and businesses en mass worldwide 
on the “patent falsehoods” of the 
film. A number of financial issues 
still linger, but in the end, Gertten 
won the case against Dole—a 
victory that carries an immensely 
deep impact.
The lawsuit was the subject in 
the sequel-of-sorts, Big Boys Gone 
Bananas!*, which was screened 
at the DOXA Documentary Film 
Festival in May, with Gertten 
and fellow crew member and 
Vancouverite Bart Simpson (yes, 
that is actually his name) in 
attendance. The inspirational win 
at the end of the film was made 
possible by the fact that Gertten 
now had the parliament of Sweden 
on his side, causing the start of a 
European movement in support of 
fair trade bananas—the other, less 
talked about basis behind Bananas!*.
Both Bananas!* and Big Boys 
Gone Bananas!* tried to have and, 
again, created a much deeper result 
for viewers of the films. For one, 
there is the obvious solemn victory 
for the banana farmers, whose 
plight has now been recognized—
although there are still many trials 
ahead for the victims of Dole’s 
misconduct. While one would like 
to hope this level of mistreatment 
never happened again, the reality 
is that the damage has been done, 
and while Dole lost the lawsuit, a 
sincere apology was likely never in 
their agenda.
However, in a more positive 
light, the fact that Gertten’s own 
government made a stand and 
backed him up against Dole’s 
Goliath-like fury does make it clear 
how possible change can be when 
society bands together to fight for 
a secure cause. After all, Sweden’s 
parliament wouldn’t have gotten 
involved had Dole not began, to put 
it bluntly, bullying small businesses 
within Sweden who were arguing 
in favour of Gertten.
But there still remains not a 
victory, but a lesson learned on 
another level all together. Although 
Gertten eventually won the war, the 
battle was lost due to the inability 
of multiple news sources finding 
the time, let alone surely not even 
bothering to check facts. With 
Dole mass-emailing news sources 
seemingly out of nowhere about, of 
all things, an independent Swedish 
film, few thought to tell themselves 
that the situation didn’t make any 
sense.
It became clear in the end that 
Dole was fighting to protect their 
image, but this was something that 
should have been made clear long 
before. No one got any answers 
by not asking questions—and an 
easy answer should always be 
something to consider looking 
further into.
Not everyone who wants 
change, or even justice, wants there 
to be a war, but that’s just life. As 
was the subject of Bananas!*, and in 
a strange turn of events, Big Boys 
Gone Bananas!*, the little guy is 
more often than not, not the enemy. 
Change doesn’t happen over night, 
and it doesn’t happen because one 
person did all the work—change 
relies on group effort, and although 
a little guy may not have a fighting 
chance, thousands of little guys 
(which in the digital age really is 
not hard to rally up) are hard to 
ignore.
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By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Just in time for the summer, the Amelia Douglas Gallery proudly brings us the works of 
artist couple Tianxing Li and Yuen 
Yip in their brand new exhibit, Life 
is Beautiful. From landscapes to 
portraits to samples of nature, Li 
and Yip’s individual pieces come 
together to create one of the most 
visually soothing exhibits to be 
placed on display.
While the couple’s styles 
differ—Li’s are clear on instant 
and Yip’s are best seen from 
afar—the subjects of their work 
eloquently fit together, with 
the two even collaborating 
critically on some of each other’s 
pieces, creating an even deeper 
connection. Sights from the sweet 
face of a puppy to breathtaking 
scenery have been transformed 
into oil and watercolour 
masterpieces courtesy of these 
two artists, and it is their bright 
outlook on life that shines through 
most of all in this exhibit.
As soon as one enters the 
gallery, they will find themselves 
surrounded by colour and nature. 
All that is missing from the scene 
is a gentle street-side tune and 
a café in the centre. This is the 
kind of exhibit one must take in 
a piece at a time—experienced, 
rather than viewed. There is 
hope lined in the artwork that 
whatever troubles may be stirring, 
somewhere there is a field of 
poppies blooming or a golden 
meadow swaying—somewhere 
there is a calming peace.
At the opening reception on 
May 31, I was able to get some 
insight from the artists themselves.
“Always be happy,” Li tells 
us, as, to paraphrase, optimism is 
often the only thing that can move 
us forward when we feel life is at a 
standstill. Much of Life is Beautiful, 
as Li coined, is simply about 
finding the beauty in life.
Yip delved in further by 
adding her own experiences to the 
meaning behind Life is Beautiful:
“I had just graduated high 
school, and I really wanted to be 
an artist, but at that time I didn’t 
have the chance to [get further 
education]. But I kept doing my 
paintings, and learning from some 
of my friends.”
Despite the fact that Yip could 
not continue her studies, she 
followed her dreams—to shoot 
herself down would, like any 
of us, have only kept her from 
expressing her amazing talents.
“Enjoy life, enjoy work, 
that’s me and my husband’s 
[perspective].”
This uplifting exhibit will be 
in the Amelia Douglas Gallery 
at the New Westminster campus 
from now until July 6.
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
While the storm clouds remain persistent, they’ve failed to slow the summer 
season down. May has come and 
gone, so let’s keep the ball rolling on 
taking some much needed rest and 
relaxation in Vancouver this June!
Bard on the Beach (May 
31–September 22) (www.
bardonthebeach.org)
It’s time again for some merry olde 
entertainment from Vancouver’s 
favourite Shakespeare festival, 
Bard on the Beach. This year’s 
season features performances of 
The Taming of the Shrew, Macbeth, 
The Merry Wives of Windsor, King 
John, and a number of special events 
lined up throughout the summer. 
As the shows are performed seven 
days a week, ticket prices fluctuate 
based on the time and day of the 
performance and whether you’re 
qualified as “youth” (ages 6–25). 
Get a taste of some culture and 
be sure to check out one of these 
wonderful performances—take 
your time, they’re here all summer 
long!
Music Waste (June 7–10) (www.
musicwaste2012.sched.org)
Ah, Music Waste, one of the more 
unique annual events in Vancouver. 
For one long weekend, local bands, 
comedians, and artists will be 
displaying their works throughout 
the city for our viewing pleasure. 
Music Waste offers these local 
talents opportunities to showcase 
themselves (largely non-profit) in a 
way that offers to give back to the 
community through great music, 
tons of laughs, and even some food 
for thought. The schedule is packed 
with shows and events (some 
sneaking into the early hours of the 
morn), so be sure to check it out 
(link above)—I guarantee there will 
be something for everyone.
Rio Tinto Alcan Dragon Boat 
Festival (June 15–17) (www.
dragonboatbc.ca/home)
Free to the public, the yearly 
Dragon Boat Festival offers three 
days of viewing intense, waterside 
sporting events. Teams compete by 
racing across False Creek, where 
the surrounding areas will also 
feature activities such as music, 
shopping, and a beer garden! Enjoy 
the opening ceremony on June 15, 
or wait until the weekend and jump 
straight into the action from there.
Car Free Vancouver Day (June 17) 
(www.carfreevancouver.org)
What better way to support a 
greener Vancouver than having fun 
with your friends and neighbours 
this June? Car Free Vancouver 
Day is entering its seventh year 
in attempting to build a healthier 
community (from Commercial 
Drive to Main Street to Kitsilano) 
by encouraging participants to get 
around whichever way they feel 
like—bicycle, roller blades, hand 
stands, any way but by car! Block 
parties will be held in Kitsilano 
throughout the whole weekend in 
support of the event, so be sure to 
check it out and, most importantly, 
enjoy yourselves!
Vancouver International Jazz 
Festival (June 22–July 1) (www.
coastaljazz.ca)
The Vancouver International Jazz 
Festival returns with a fantastic 
lineup of jazz artists heading in 
from all over. This year’s festival 
features amazing musicians ranging 
from 10-time Grammy award 
winner George Benson (June 23) 
to Canadian turntablist Kid Koala 
(who will be bringing his album/
graphic novel Space Cadet to 
animated life at his June 27 show) to 
the young, lively, and lovely Janelle 
Monáe (June 29). In what are sure to 
be a number of wildly entertaining 
performances, this year’s Vancouver 
International Jazz Festival is sure to 
be one hell of a good time.
Summer in the city of 
Vancouver: May edition
Peace and tranquility
‘Life is Beautiful’ is now on display at the Amelia 
Douglas Gallery
 “Much of Life is Beautiful, as Li coined, is simply about finding the 
beauty in life.”
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She can do it!
We chat with writer/director Julia Siedlanowska about ‘The Act’
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
This semester surely is an epic one for student-organized plays! Just one month after 
the Douglas College production 
of One Man Show (which will 
be making a comeback at the 
Fringe Festival this fall), theatre 
and stagecraft student Julia 
Siedlanowska will be premiering 
her own original show entitled The 
Act this month.
Siedlanowska is an amazing 
example of what one can do with 
their resources. Having written the 
play for a creative writing course 
and meeting her eventual cast in 
the theatre program, Siedlanowska 
has taken on the role of director 
to bring her vision to life, piece 
by piece. She kindly sat down for 
an interview with us regarding 
the upcoming premiere, and what 
brought her to this momentous 
point.
“I have been interested in 
theatre and acting for as long as I 
can remember. I decided to take 
it seriously near the end of [high] 
school, and then I chose Douglas 
College [to continue my studies] in 
a very dramatic decision between 
here and SFU.”
She must have made the right 
choice, for as she stated, “it was 
awesome, and there I found the 
resources to put on my own show. 
The education received and just the 
confidence—Douglas gave me a 
lot of confidence to realize that it’s 
possible to do your own work, and 
I probably wouldn’t have written a 
script if not for the creative writing 
class. [That, and] I met the right 
people who’d be willing to put it 
on with me.
“We get the dance studio for a 
rehearsal space five times a week, 
and we’re also able to borrow some 
props from the school, which [have 
both been] a huge help. [Theatre 
Coordinator] Allan Lysell has been 
really helpful [as well]… he’s been 
really supportive.”
As for The Act itself, 
Siedlanowska informed us of how 
the original idea stemmed from the 
iconic poster of “Rosie the Riveter.”
“Originally I was going to 
write a play about how Rosie’s life 
might have been, but [eventually] 
I got the idea to incorporate that 
into a play about an actress who 
is [starring in a show] about Rosie 
the Riveter. [The Act became] a 
play about a woman who sacrifices 
everything—her health and her 
relationship with her husband—for 
her art… [because] she doesn’t 
want to quit her career as an 
actress.”
As the show is a one-act 
play, the cast is comprised of 
three actors: Claire Pollock, who 
portrayed Constance Ledbelly in 
the winter production of Goodnight 
Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet), 
will be playing the lead of Angela 
in The Act. Zach Blumke, who 
starred as Will in the second winter 
production The Very Ecstasy of Love, 
will play Angela’s husband Brian. 
As for the role of Deeto, he will 
be played by Joey Potts, who, as 
Siedlanowska states, “I actually 
acted with in high school. He’s a 
natural, but he’s studying other 
things at Douglas.
“I thought directing [my] peers 
would be very strange, but actually 
it’s been a natural transition. 
Because we’re all professional 
about what we’re doing, it just 
works. We’ve been applying a lot of 
the stuff we’ve learned at Douglas 
in our rehearsals, [so] we have this 
whole vocabulary to work with, 
and that’s why it’s such a bonus 
having all gone to Douglas and 
putting on a show together.”
However, in order to get to 
this point, Siedlanowska had 
to of course write the play first, 
which has been it’s own unique 
experience.
“It took a couple weeks to 
write the script—it was for class, 
so thankfully I had a deadline. It 
was a lot of fun writing a script, but 
I haven’t done as much revision 
as I’d like to. I know it’s basically 
[the] first draft that we’re [using, 
but] I don’t exactly mind because 
it’s a different way to see what you 
could edit. 
“It’s been good [to be the] 
writer directing it, [because I’ve 
had] total insight into everything 
[since] it all happened in [my] 
mind. You can just give such 
good direction to the actors… you 
have clear images in your head to 
convey, and it also just makes you 
realize how [important] language 
[is].”
In the end, Siedlanowska had 
this to say to about the show:
“It’s really the [tragic, and 
sometimes darkly comedic] story 
of this woman, Angela, and her 
struggle. It’s these two characters 
(Brian and Angela) in a difficult 
situation… this woman has been 
feeding her relationship just 
enough to keep it alive, and now 
she’s reaching her breaking point.
[Putting the show together has] 
really been a positive experience, 
and I know I’m going to be nervous 
[opening night], but it’s a first 
show… so hopefully it will all go 
smoothly.”
What: The Act
Where: The Cultch (1895 Venables 
Street, Vancouver) and the Inlet 
Theatre (100 Newport Drive, Port 
Moody)
When: June 14 @ 8 p.m. (The 
Cultch); June 21 @ 8 p.m. (Inlet 
Theatre)
Cost: $18 Adults ($15 Students and 
Seniors; matinees)
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By Allie Davison, Staff writer
Vodka has been my beverage of choice since I started drinking. Sure, I’ve had 
phases with other flavours of the 
month, but I would always go 
back to ol’ faithful: vodka. Over 
the years, I’ve experimented with 
different brands, different mixers, 
and different flavours. So far my 
favourite vodka delicacy is candy 
vodka. How can vodka, a liquid, 
be candy? Excellent question, my 
friends. Here’s your answer.
The classic: Jell-O shots
Jell-O shots have been my go-to 
party favour for many years, and 
for good reason! They are easy to 
make, delicious, and a sure-fire way 
to get you hammered. Here’s my 
recipe:
1 box of Jell-O (any flavour will do)
1 bottle of vodka (750 ml or 375 ml; 
and if you’re feeling adventurous, 
try a flavoured variety)
1 cup of boiling water
For the first step, just follow the 
directions on the box of Jell-O: Add 
the one cup of boiling water to the 
Jell-O powder, and then stir until 
the powder dissolves.
Here’s when the vodka comes in. 
Add a cup of cold vodka to the 
Jell-O mixture, then refrigerate. 
It generally takes these bad boys 
about four or five hours to harden, 
but I usually make them the night 
before just to be sure. As for the 
presentation, you can either pour 
a small amount of the Jell-O/
vodka mixture into individual shot 
glasses—Dixie cups have worked 
in the past—or wait until the Jell-O 
has hardened and then scoop into 
the cups. I prefer the latter; it’s less 
messy and easier to do (also, you 
can eat any Jell-O left over the in 
bowl!).
Circa 2009: skittles vodka
Skittles vodka was a bit of a roller 
coaster of tastes. When doing a 
shot, first you’d taste the rainbow, 
but then you’d be left with harsh 
burn of reality, stuck in the back of 
your throat. Even though it has the 
vodka burn that we all know and 
love, Skittles vodka is still a fun 
party trip to whip out on special 
occasions.
1 750 ml bottle of vodka
A couple jars (depending on how 
many flavours of skittles vodka you 
want)
Big bag of skittles
Funnel
Measuring cups
First, separate the Skittles into the 
different flavours. Next, fill your 
jars evenly with vodka. Add the 
individual skittles colour to each 
jar and shake ‘em up. Next, leave 
the Skittles for 24 hours (or until 
dissolved), and you’re set! Shake 
again before serving, and enjoy.
The gummy addition: vodka bears
This is my latest vodka experiment. 
I heard about it from a friend 
and knew I had to try it myself: 
vodka gummy bears. Question: 
what could go wrong? Answer: 
nothing. They were great! They 
were delicious and got the job done. 
Enjoy!
Big bag of gummy bears
750 ml bottle of vodka 
So easy! Just put the gummy bears 
in a bowl, and pour the vodka 
on top. Ensure that the vodka is 
covering the bears, and then cover 
the bowl and refrigerate for four 
to five days. Those top bears will 
drink up the vodka pretty quickly, 
so I recommend stirring them up so 
they all get evenly drunk! Yum!
By Laurel Borrowman, Life & Style 
Editor
From November last year until April, I 
wrote a column called Stuck in Purge-
atory. The goal was for my roommate 
Emily and I to get rid of one thing 
from our apartment or lives everyday 
until the end of time. Evidently, the 
end of time came and I wrapped up the 
column. But then, one mild spring day, 
our six-unit apartment building teamed 
up to tackle the bowels of the building 
for the most epic foray into spring 
cleaning West Broadway has ever seen. 
Ladies and gentlemen, I bring you a 
very special binge-edition of Purge-
atory.
There are two kinds of apartment 
buildings in Vancouver: new and 
old. The new ones have laundry 
machines in each unit, double sinks 
in the kitchen, electrical outlets in 
the bathroom, and a door buzzer 
with an intercom. The old ones 
have one washer and one dryer 
for the building, regardless of 
how many units it has, one huge 
discoloured sink in the kitchen, 
extension cords leading to outlets 
just outside the bathroom, and a 
buzzer that makes noise in the unit, 
but the tenant has to walk to the 
front door and let the visitor in. 
I live in the latter with my 
roommate Emily. The other 
differentiating factor between new 
and old apartments is the storage 
area. New apartments tend to 
have one, self-contained storage 
space per unit, isolated from all 
others. Old apartments often have a 
common basement-type area where 
storage units, washing facilities, 
and discardable shit from tenants-
past tend to all congregate in one 
big, messy, useless pile. 
I live in the latter.
I’m not sure how many people 
have come and gone amongst 
the six units in our building, but 
judging by the accumulation of 
crap in our basement, I’d say half of 
Vancouver. The basement is about 
600 square feet or so, ill-lit, and 
packed full of treasures like bent 
bed frames, shitty snowboards, 
half-empty cans of paint, wooden 
planks, shelving, totes, and broken 
bicycles.
Or should I say, was filled with 
these things.
A month ago, my neighbour 
stopped by, notifying us that he was 
spearheading a mission to clean 
up the basement. He contacted 
our landlady to arrange garbage 
disposal and another neighbour 
with a truck to drop off donations. 
So we all agreed on a Saturday, 
committed, and embarked on the 
spring cleaning of a lifetime. 
Although it wasn’t my first 
choice of ways to spend a Saturday, 
it was indeed a good bonding 
experience with my neighbours. We 
lifted heavy things, drank beers, 
threw crap into piles, and made the 
basement look like new. Almost. 
Plus, how could I pass up just one 
more opportunity to tally up a 
bunch of purge-ables? I couldn’t.
At the end, we donated eight 
bikes, a few sacks of random shit, 
and made the biggest pile of trash 
I’ve ever seen. The basement has so 
much space now that we even have 
a proper bike rack, built with love 
by a neighbour, and enough space 
to hold an emergency dance party if 
need be. 
The pictures say it all. 
I’m no longer stuck in purge-
atory, but I highly recommend a 
visit back on occasion. 
Stuck in Purge-atory
The end of time has come
Vodka: the candy approach
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By Gurneev Panesar, Contributor
This is dedicated to all you gals. For a woman, having good skin is an important 
asset, not only for appearance but 
also for confidence. Yes there is 
makeup, but walking around with 
a bare beautiful face is the best 
feeling in the world (well, for me). 
Going through college or university 
with acne or excessive breakouts 
can be a girl’s worst nightmare. 
Fear not. I have some suggestions, 
which depend on your skin type: 
dry, normal, or oily.
Dry skin: Your skin will feel 
slightly papery, dry, and dull. It 
might also feel tight, flakey, and 
rough. Try using a rich moisturizer 
that will protect your skin from 
harsh environmental factors, while 
making it supple and soft. It will 
also provide hydration that will 
leave your skin smooth and velvety. 
Your skin is most likely suffering 
from dehydration. Steer clear of 
juices and soda, and substitute 
towards fresh fruits and lots of 
water.
Normal/combination skin:  Your 
skin feels vibrant, elastic, and 
supple. It is the least problematic 
type. However, most of us have 
combination skin, which has dry or 
oily patches (e.g. the forehead, nose 
and chin, or T-zone). The oily areas 
can be dealt with by cleansing, and 
dry areas with rich moisturizers.. 
Oily skin: Your skin is shiny, greasy 
and coarse. Sometimes pores are 
large and visible, and are prone to 
break out into acne or pimples. To 
deal with this type, wash your face 
with a mild cleanser twice daily 
and limit sugary and processed 
foods in your diet. Hydrate your 
body frequently by drinking a lot of 
water. 
And finally, no matter what your 
skin type, wear sunscreen. Summer 
is almost here and we are all crazy 
about getting our tan on, but use 
sunscreen. The sun can damage 
your skin and, over time, cause 
wrinkles. Avoid staying out in 
direct sunlight during peak hours. 
Use an SPF between 30 and 50 
depending on the sun intensity and 
your natural skin colour.
Perfect skin for summer 
Sewing savvy, or a sincere effort, at least
By Stephanie Trembath, Public 
Relations Manager
After my final, overwrought spring semester, I felt myself going a little 
stir-crazy with all the free time. 
However, after I added Pinterest to 
my Facebook page, I quickly lost 
all my hard-earned uninterrupted 
afternoons. Thanks to the DIY 
pages, I am constantly reminded 
of the very few practical skills I 
have compared to the domestic 
goddesses who post pages filled 
with tantalizing vegan-baked 
goods, scrapbooks made from 
recycled paper bags, and short 
blouses from cut-up silk bedding. 
Five years of book grinding comes 
in handy when speed-reading; a 
skill perfect for scanning road signs, 
but useless in the kitchen—it’s the 
worst idea ever to speed-read a 
cookbook. Thanks to these handy 
DIY pins, I felt the need to enhance 
my practical skill set by taking up 
sewing. 
Since I failed at cooking a 
few years ago—after an awkward 
phase of purchasing expensive 
cookbooks that are still proudly 
displayed on my bookshelf—I  
imagined learning to sew would 
be the easiest, and least messy, 
of hobbies I could take on. As a 
child, I learned how to embroider 
with my grandma, knit with my 
aunt, and was a proud member of 
Brownies where I earned sewing 
badges that I stitched on my own 
brown Brownie sash. After hours of 
reminiscing and browsing the DIY 
fashion pins, I decided to purchase 
a sewing machine and make my 
own outfits. It was the perfect idea: 
a relaxing hobby for rainy summer 
afternoons, plus I could fashion my 
own clothes that were both practical 
and original. 
My mom was kind enough to 
donate her old sewing machine, 
the same one she used to make my 
sisters and I matching outfits as 
kids, and later as teenagers, more 
conservative Halloween costumes. 
Our family photo albums are full 
of pictures of my sisters and I 
posing in our handmade clothes: 
plaid jumpers, crushed velvet 
dresses, leather moccasins. Pretty 
awful outfits looking back, but 
there is some pleasure and pride in 
knowing you are one of only four to 
wear an original. Today they call it 
“vintage.” 
Now, it would take an 
experienced seamstress to 
realize the many flaws in my 
plan. However, for someone as 
ridiculously idealistic and spirited, 
I simply printed off the picture of 
the shirt I was to create, purchased 
a needle, thimble, and thread, and 
set off to be the next Vera Wang. 
You have to start somewhere—and 
my starting point was a lovely long 
sleeve shirt with lace backing. Who 
needs to spend $60 on the latest 
styles when you can cut-up and re-
stitch your own! My original idea 
was to buy the right material and 
a pattern to style my own blouse, 
but my logic extends far enough 
to realize my own limitations. So, 
I chose two shirts I never wear 
(one denim, one lace) and opted 
to cut them up and sew them back 
together instead. If Gravity Pope 
can get away with hacking up old 
clothes and revamping them, then 
so can I!
Given the fact that I still take 
my pants in to be hemmed, my 
enlightened idea only took so long 
to fall apart. Sewing machines are a 
lot more difficult than I considered, 
and picking apart stitches is the 
most tedious task I have ever 
experienced. Memories of sore, 
bloody fingers also resurfaced after 
my four-hour sewing binge, and 
next time I sew, I will need at least 
four more thimbles: one for every 
finger on one hand. Every time I got 
the machine sliding easily across 
the fabric, the machine would 
speed up beyond my ability and 
the stitching would run crooked, or 
the thread would get tangled inside 
the machine and stop. Apparently, 
the machine is too old or I am too 
impatient. 
My dream to rise above 
the Aritzia-wearing women of 
Vancouver has yet to be dashed. I 
am ready to search Value Village for 
a new denim shirt to piece together 
with my salvaged lace. Thanks 
to my nimble fingers and hours 
picking loose and crooked stitches, 
I was able to keep the lace backing 
and learn to sew my shirt inside 
out. It keeps the crooked seams out 
of sight! Wish me luck dear readers, 
and if you happen to have a sewing 
savvy friend, ask her or him to 
show you the ropes with a thimble 
and thread. It’s much easier when 
you have someone to share your 
frustration with.
“Every time I got the machine sliding easily across the fabric, the machine 
would speed up beyond my ability and the stitching would run crooked, or 
the thread would get tangled inside the machine and stop. Apparently, the 
machine is too old or I am too impatient.”
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By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
The Transit of Venus—a rare orbital occurrence in which we can see Venus 
pass across the sun—is a lifetime 
highlight for many amateur 
astronomers. To witness an 
event with the historical impact, 
astrophysical significance, and 
celestial beauty of the transit is for 
many astronomers, worldwide, 
an event as significant as the 
birthday of a centenarian. The 
viewing of the transit on June 
5, however, involved a focus on 
revisiting of the past.
Douglas College astronomy 
instructor Jennifer Kirkey 
arranged a viewing of the transit 
at the college. Due to the foul 
overcast plaguing the city in 
this month (donned by many 
as “Juneuary”), the small group 
of us who had planned to look 
at the Transit of Venus from 
the balcony outside of the New 
Westminster Aboriginal Gathering 
Place instead conceded to the 
Vancouver weather and glued 
our eyes to a web broadcast from 
NASA’s facilities at the top of 
Mauna Kea, Hawaii at 4,205m 
above sea level. 
By 3:12 p.m., I could see 
Venus, just a small black dot, 
making her passage across the 
infrared image of the sun at the 8 
o’clock mark. 
Second contact came at about 
3:26 p.m., where we could see 
Venus not just as a mark in the 
corner of our sun, but as a dot on 
an orbital mission. The room was 
rapt at the sight of the transiting 
planet and murmurs of wonder 
could be heard behind me from 
the mouths of the unseemly 
keen. There was no collective 
“ahhh” of awe, but this wasn’t 
a stellar sight with the instant 
shimmering gratification of say, a 
meteor shower. The beauty was 
in the deeper though—like in the 
imagining of the many before 
us who travelled thousands of 
kilometres across the planet in a 
race to make the first calculations 
of the distance between us and the 
sun.
The Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada Vancouver 
Centre is a popular congregation 
of both the amateur astronomers 
of the area and the professional 
caste who gravitate toward 
observing in their leisure time as 
well as at work. Having a chance 
to chat with some inspirational 
amateur astronomers who I co-
volunteered with at the SFU 
Open House as Rocket Launch 
Managers at the Solar System 
Spurt station (a child-oriented 
astronomy adventure which 
scaled universe size along a 
stone pathway) helped me to 
learn operations of the RASC, 
stargazing, as well as the 
significance of the transit.
“It’s a chance of a lifetime. 
It’s quite an unusual event—it’s 
only been witnessed six times in 
history, so this will be the seventh 
opportunity for mankind, humans 
to witness the transit,” mused 
Alan Jones, vice-president and 
secretary on the RASC council.
Members heralded the 
RASC‘s telescope loaning system 
for members. The group provides 
access to quality telescopes in-
between the monthly meetings for 
any member who signs up. Leigh 
Cummings, Chair of the Antony 
Overton Memorial in Maple Ridge 
explained that diving straight into 
telescopic observing is probably 
not the best idea for those first 
lending their eye to observing the 
night sky.
“It’s not like jumping onto a 
pair of roller skates and learning. 
It’s an investment. I usually 
recommend to people that they 
get binoculars first because if 
you find that astronomy is not 
for you, you can use them for 
bird watching or sports events 
and things like that,” Cummings 
explained. “Going to events like 
the Star Party up at SFU you get 
the chance to learn from other 
astronomers. Certainly a lot of my 
learning has been done at these 
events where you meet other 
people.”
For many of those involved in 
amateur astronomy, it seems that 
the social aspect of observing with 
likeminded people of all, ages, 
professions, and backgrounds 
keeps them bonded to their 
telescopes as well as socially 
engaged in collective learning. It’s 
much like taking your favourite 
college course with some of your 
best friends.
“Metro Vancouver Parks 
does a thing every summer with 
the RASC and we have it out at 
Aldergrove Lake Park,” Howard 
Trottier, SFU physics instructor 
and RASC member, explained 
how the group enjoys annual 
August meteor showers. “RASC 
will be there with telescopes all 
night and we camp there. If you 
get there before 11 p.m. then 
you’re allowed to stay all night. 
It’s a party atmosphere and it’s 
one of the significant RASC events 
of the summertime.”
Seeing the transit through 
the eyes of a multimillion-dollar 
infrared telescope transmitted 
onto a classroom projection screen 
was not what I had planned, but 
the massive scale of the image 
gave me a real scale of the size 
of my planet of dwelling and my 
size accordingly. I was watching 
Venus, a tiny black dot, travelling 
across the sun—a superheated ball 
of hydrogen with the diameter of 
109 earths. It was not since seeing 
the Milky Way above me on a 3 
a.m. trip out to the outhouse at 
five years of age while camping 
in the Okanagan that I had been 
stunned by such a dwarfing 
epiphany. 
The Transit of Venus
A stellar journey in amateur astronomy
The Transit of Venus has had important historical significance for science and discovery helping 
mankind learn more about the solar 
system and the wonders of Earth’s sister 
planet. Here are some facts relating to 
the planet and its transit!
= Johannes Kepler, a man whose 
namesake has been lent to a lunar crater, 
a New Zealand hiking trail, a right angle 
formed by three squares, and a Seattle 
college, first predicted a Transit of Venus 
in his 1627 calculations and died before 
that predicted transit took place in 1631.
= The next transits in 1761 and 1769 
provoked a wave of astronomical 
discovery and provided the first 
opportunity for accurate estimates for 
the distance between Earth and the sun 
to be calculated. Of those racing to make 
calculations were Charles Mason and 
Jeremiah Dixon—men whose names 
were used to mark the notable boundary 
(Mason-Dixon Line) in the United States 
that divides the borders separating the 
north states and the southern states 
which had legalized slavery.
= Explorer James Cooke, who first 
explored much of Vancouver Island 
and the Pacific coastline, observed the 
Transit of Venus from Tahiti in 1769.
= During the 1761 transit Russian 
astronomer Mikhail Lomonosov 
discovered that Venus had an 
atmosphere by noticing the ring of light 
around the planet at the beginning of the 
transit. What Lomonosov didn’t know 
is that the atmosphere was composed of 
poisonous carbon dioxide and nitrogen. 
= Like Earth’s clouds, the clouds on 
Venus are capable of striking lightning. 
The clouds on Venus however, are 
largely composed of sulphur dioxide: a 
poisonous chemical used to keep early 
refrigerators a cool temperature in the 
early 1900s.
= The transit of 1882 was the first 
to be photographed by David Peck 
Todd. The glass negatives from his 
photographs were rediscovered in 2002 
and sequenced to make the first ever 
movie of the transit!
= Composer John Phillip Sousa 
composed a military march in honour of 
the 1882 Transit of Venus. To the modern 
ear the song sounds more suiting to the 
stereo system of an ice cream truck than 
from the ranks of a brass military band.
= It is possible for the Transit of Venus 
to occur at the same time as a solar 
eclipse. The last time this happened was 
while Stone Age humans were spreading 
across the Americas in 15607 BCE. The 
next time this is poised to happen will 
be on April 5, 15232. Hopefully we will 
have colonized the moon by then and 
will be able to observe from both the 
Earth and moon!
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By Jacey Gibb, Opinions Editor
In love with the cuisine and culture that Great Britain is so well-known for, but too broke to 
afford taking an international flight 
on a weekly basis? Lucky for you, 
The British Store has you covered!
Located just a few blocks 
away from Douglas College’s New 
Westminster campus, this mostly 
hidden gem recently won the 
mighty exclusive OPie award for 
“Best Store on Columbia Street”—
and the victory was well deserved.
When you enter the shop for 
the first time, I must warn you 
that you’ll feel like you’ve actually 
hopped over the pond via some 
magical portal concealed within the 
front entrance. There are numerous 
display cases lining the right side of 
the store, boasting ancient antiques 
and enough sports paraphernalia 
to outfit a small hooligan army, 
along with other knick knacks that 
contain British undertones. While 
the majority of their merchandise 
likely costs more than you have in 
your Student Saver bank account, 
there are a few deals lurking on the 
shelves. I managed to find some 
pretty slick vintage postcards for 
just under a dollar each, including 
one from the movie Aliens that I’m 
honestly torn about whether I even 
want to mail or not.
I’m not necessarily up-to-date 
on my British grocery shopping, but 
the store also offers a pretty (from 
what I can tell) extensive library of 
foods, ranging from shelves full of 
U.K. famous Tango to a self-serve 
bulk candy bar. Like the antique 
section, the price tags can be a bit 
much, considering some of the 
items are easily available in cheaper 
supermarkets, but that’s the cost of 
dealing with a specialty store.
Though these sections make 
the store a treat to visit, my 
favourite part is the shop within a 
shop, Sherlock’s Café. Consisting 
of a handful of chairs and two 
large windows that look out onto 
Columbia, Sherlock’s offers up 
the usual menu of freshly-made 
sandwiches, daily soups, classic 
British pastries, and more uniquely, 
a display case full of meat pies.
I’ve always had a reluctance 
towards savoury pies (growing 
up, my only experiences were 
with the gross chicken ones that 
you buy frozen from the store) but 
Sherlock’s has managed to change 
my outlook on this culinary classic. 
Made fresh every morning (there’s 
a butcher shop above the store 
where the meats and many of the 
bread items come from), the pies 
have a wonderfully light crust, 
which slides seamlessly from the tin 
cup and into your piehole. At $6.50 
each, they’re an impressive size that 
usually finds you full before the 
halfway mark—though you’ll want 
to keep enjoying it anyway! While 
all the meat pies I’ve tried so far 
have been enjoyable, my favourite 
is probably the Guinness and Steak 
special.
The soups are also made every 
morning, with their potato and 
bacon soup serving as a personal 
favourite of mine. Creamy and 
delicious, it goes perfectly with a 
few croutons thrown in—which 
they also make in house from the 
leftover loaf end pieces. Thrifty and 
delicious!
If you’re in the mood to try 
something a little less Subway-ish 
and have some spare time between 
classes, head down to The British 
Store and take in some of the 
interesting items they have to offer. 
If the mini Sherlock Holmes shrine 
in the bathroom doesn’t help you 
feel more cultured, then I’m not 
sure what will.
The British Store:
Sherlock’s Café
Get ready to let your Anglo-flag fly
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By Jacey Gibb, Opinions Editor
Being a young male, my having a complete disinterest in sports has always been 
somewhat of a handicap. Despite 
partaking in a variety of athletics, 
the closest I’d say I ever came to 
being a sports fan was last year 
when I spent two weeks avoiding 
human contact and burning 
through the entire Friday Night 
Lights series. Texas Forever, indeed.
But while I used to see my 
inability to talk sports as a defect 
or a shortcoming, I recently made 
a wonderful personal discovery: 
the reason I’m not into sports is 
because music is my sports.
As hopelessly trite as that 
sounds (realistically, it could 
probably pass for something you’d 
read on a graphic tee at Bang-On), 
I’m being serious.
Instead of spending hundreds 
of dollars a year on Canucks 
tickets or seats to a Giants game, 
a large portion of my recreational 
fund gets funneled into attending 
concerts. While I would never pay 
more than $50 for a show, I have no 
problem shelling out half a day’s 
worth of pay in exchange for the 
chance to see one of my favourite 
bands rip it up on stage.
You have a pretty modest 
collection of jerseys hanging 
in your closet? I can guarantee 
that over my lifetime, I’ve had 
more band tees than you’ve had 
overpriced sports garb.
The main reason I came to this 
sports-related realization is because 
of how much time I invest in music. 
I can spend hours sitting at my 
computer, browsing Bandcamp 
and going on a downloading binge, 
thirsty for my next favourite artist. 
People spend large amounts of time 
looking over player stats and stuff 
that might as well be Klingon to 
my ears, but I usually get a similar 
reaction when I try to talk music 
with certain folks. Bands that I 
thought were decently popular, 
or even overplayed, turn out to 
be completely unknown to people 
outside of my immediate circle.
On the bus I’ve been forced to 
listen to half hour conversations 
about how this player needs to 
work on their endurance or how 
this coach is a pig-headed asshole, 
but the verbal exchanges have no 
deeper meaning to me. I can still 
relate though: some of my favourite 
conversations have been pointless 
babble fests with no direction, 
simply talking music talk.
I’ve been on a few sports 
teams, so I know that the whole 
comradery element can be a 
big part in people’s devotion to 
athletics. But I can honestly say 
that that “connection” is closer to 
a dropped call when compared to 
the electricity that flows through a 
venue during a concert. To stand 
alongside hundreds of strangers, 
swaying and singing along to a 
song that you all simultaneously 
know the words to? Sometimes it 
can give a guy goosebumps.
While I’ve been singled out 
before as being pretentious when 
it comes to my playlists, for the 
first time the other day, a friend 
called me a “music snob.” I hadn’t 
even been referring to anything 
particular at the time, so my natural 
impulse was to be defensive and 
smack them, but then I realized 
that my passion for music could 
easily be mistaken by others as an 
exercise in arrogance. I don’t mean 
to come off as belittling; the beauty 
about music, as it is with sports, 
is that so much relies on personal 
opinion that arguing is almost 
arbitrary. That certainly doesn’t 
make it any less enjoyable though.
Anyways, my self-discovery 
quota for the month has now 
officially been reached. To recap 
things: for Jacey, music = sports. 
You can keep your group showers 
and rookie hazing; I’ll stick to my 
music festivals and pretentious 
tendencies. 
The light at the end of the 
job hunting tunnel
Beats before cleats: why 
music is my sports
By Allie Davison, Staff Writer
Fifty online job applications, 200 resume and cover letter packages, and only one 
interview. It’s been a tough few 
months. 
I’ve been consistently 
searching for a job since about 
January. But not just any job. I 
want a job that I’m qualified for, 
thanks to the last two years of 
blood/sweat/tears that come 
with college. A job that doesn’t 
pay minimum wage and that—
ideally—offers benefits. A full-
time, grown-up job. 
Please, just hire me. 
I’m (almost) never late. I get 
my shit done. I don’t complain. 
And, despite the tattoos on my 
feet and shoulders, I am not one of 
those gang kids you read about in 
the news. 
And don’t think I wasn’t really 
really trying. I pursued the job 
boards, scoured Craigslist, and 
hassled loved ones for connections. 
I was all over it, and yet nothing 
came of any of it. 
And so, depression set it. The 
lying in bed till the last possible 
moment. The craving (and 
occasionally succumbing to) to 
day drinking. I went to work at 
my hated hotel job and I started 
to envision the place burning to 
the ground, with me manically 
laughing in the background. And 
then, my boss (the only reason I 
ever stayed at the hotel this long) 
quit.
I took it as a sign that I needed 
to get out of that hellhole.
So, I began a new kind of 
job hunt—the search for any job 
that will pay me equal or greater 
dollars then I make now. I searched 
for any customer service jobs that I 
am vaguely qualified—sometimes 
throwing in the writing experience 
on resume, but often not. I was 
past caring because at this point, 
anything will do. Another 50 or so 
resumes and matching cover letters 
went out and still nothing.
Until one fateful day, I get an 
email requesting an interview! 
Huzzah! 
As of now, the interview 
has taken place. And although, 
originally, it looked like another 
simple front desk position at a 
hotel, it has now turned into more. 
As well as front desk duties, there 
are opportunities to use my skills 
as a writer and designer within 
their organization. 
So, my advice to those also 
seeking employment? Don’t 
give up. Even when the despair 
and day-drinking set in, there is 
still hope. To quote a line from 
the recent movie, The Best Exotic 
Marigold Hotel, “Everything will 
be alright in the end. So, if it’s not 
alright, can’t be the end.”
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By Jacey Gibb, Opinions Editor
“Let’s start with what your Plenty 
of Fish name was.” I began the 
interview with the intention of 
establishing a clear picture in my 
mind of what kind of a persona my 
friend had manifested for herself 
while dating online.
“What? I’m not telling you 
that.”
“If you don’t say what it 
was, I’m going to refer to you as 
Catlover007.”
“I don’t care. I’m not saying 
what it was.”
When I first decided to write 
about online dating, I thought 
it’d be great to interview some of 
my friends who’ve given it a try. 
However, I immediately ran into 
several problems while doing 
so. For one thing, people got 
annoyingly defensive whenever 
I asked about something that 
was technically already public 
knowledge—or at least public 
knowledge to people online. The 
second speed bump along my 
journey came when I realized 
that while the whole subculture 
may seem confusing to me as 
an outsider, it can be equally as 
puzzling to those actually involved. 
“Why did you first sign up for the 
website?”
“I don’t know. I was bored?” 
Catlover007 shrugged, “I didn’t 
really see it as a serious thing. I 
wasn’t looking for a mate, it’s just 
really funny… 99.7 per cent of the 
guys were just douchebags being 
like ‘hey gurl’ or just stupid stuff.”
With the library of social 
networking sites available to the 
masses, it’s no surprise that online 
dating has taken over a significant 
chunk of the Romeo and Juliet 
scene. In fact, while exact numbers 
vary between polls, the numbers 
range from between 15 and 30 per 
cent of couples meeting online 
these days. Not bad, considering 
the whole concept of online dating 
didn’t even manifest until about 
16 years ago. The success rate isn’t 
just a statistical Loch Ness monster 
invented by the sites themselves 
either; over half the people I talked 
to about online dating have met 
someone in the past or are currently 
in a relationship because of it, 
including Catlover007.
Yet for some reason, signing 
up for online dating profiles has 
retained a bit of its taboo nature. A 
part of me still sees these websites 
as cesspools for creepy, older men 
and creatures of the night to come 
together and mingle—but I’m 
trying to work on that stigma.
Public opinion ignored though, 
there’s often still an internal conflict 
when a person’s ideals don’t agree 
with their actions online. Several of 
the people I talked to said they felt 
embarrassed about signing up for 
an online profile, though this hadn’t 
stopped them from still trying to 
make a connection.
Another individual I talked to, 
whose screen name is Callmeafool, 
has felt all the conflicting feelings a 
feeler can feel, but has continued to 
scour the depths of the Internet for 
that special person.
“You have to remember that 
everyone there is there for the same 
reason: to meet someone.”
But not every Internet 
connection is all smiley face 
emoticons and awkwardly coy 
email exchanges. In a somewhat 
contrasting light, I also had the 
chance to speak with a friend of 
mine, Xtremeinacan, who’d signed 
up for an account on Xpress, a site 
he came across while looking at 
porn.
“So it was a banging website?”
“But it wasn’t,” Xtremeinacan 
argued, “some people were treating 
it like a dating site, but then some 
people were just like ’I’m on the 
hunt for dick.’ It was about 50/50. I 
was looking at it both ways.”
While you don’t have to agree 
with the idea of hook-up websites, 
you could argue that sites like 
Xpress or Fuckbook are simply 
there to ensure maximum efficiency. 
Instead of having to go through the 
process of developing a connection 
with someone and progressing 
through the natural stages of a 
new relationship, you can just skip 
straight to the making whoopee 
part.
“You can’t go up to someone 
mid-day and just ask to fuck. In the 
end, these sites are for people who 
are saying ‘I’m horny. I’m lonely. 
I want to meet people.’ I guess it 
could also be for people who are 
just afraid. For me, I just know I 
couldn’t handle having a girlfriend 
right now.”
The “being afraid” factor is 
always an interesting piece to add 
in when considering the online 
dating equation. It’s basic logic 
that people can treat screen names 
like armour, developing an even 
foreign sense of security and 
saying or doing things that they 
wouldn’t normally do. But the lack 
of meekness and newly-developed 
confidence can be damaging at the 
same time, encouraging people to 
say things they wouldn’t normally 
say even on the boldest of days.
“On Xpress, they had these 
little things that you could send 
people, like winks and nudges. 
But you could also send them 
stuff like a golden shower, blow 
job, or a gerbil tube.” While I had 
heard that sending winks was a 
common thing, the ability to send 
a potential love interest a hot Carl 
was surprising to hear. Personally, 
I don’t even feel comfortable 
peeing on my closest of friends, 
so I’m not sure why people would 
be interested in sending complete 
strangers these types of things 
unless they were suffering from an 
overinflated ego.
“Did you ever send anyone 
anything?”
“God no. What, am I going to 
send someone a gerbil tube and tell 
them ‘I want to put a gerbil up your 
ass’ and expect them to want to 
instantly meet me?”
The easily-available and 
hypersexualized environments 
created online by these adult 
websites can also be a breeding 
ground for cybersexual addictions, 
where a person develops a 
compulsion to be “engaged 
in some form of online sexual 
activity.” While this largely relates 
to browsing visual porn, it also 
includes things like cybersex, as 
well as erotic chat and flirting. 
People can become addicted to 
the anonymity and convenience of 
online interactions, leaving real life 
relationships unsatisfying.
So why do people turn to the 
Internet to find the Kermit to their 
Miss Piggy or vice versa? I’m not 
sure anyone could tell you the 
absolute truth here. I’ve watched 
great, attractive people that have no 
problem getting laid sign up without 
even knowing themselves what 
their end goal will be. Is it human 
nature to seek out companionship, 
regardless of the route traveled? 
Or do people just wanna rub parts 
together? The only thing I know for 
certain is that wherever there’s an 
Internet dating site, there will be 
lonely souls and hokey usernames to 
flood the servers.
Untangling the web of Internet dating
From flirting behind a screen to the dangers of overuse
“It’s basic logic that people can treat screen names like armour, developing 
an even foreign sense of security and saying or doing things that they 
wouldn’t normally do. But the lack of meekness and newly-developed 
confidence can be damaging at the same time, encouraging people to say 
things they wouldn’t normally say even on the boldest of days.”
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Summer Sports
What’s HOT, what’s NOT 
Football fever: the breakdown of Andrew Luck 
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
With this special June edition coming at you live, you must be 
wandering about what kind of 
activities you want to partake 
in this summer... hmm... and by 
activities obviously you mean 
sports. So I’m going to discuss 
several sports and rate them on 
the HOT or NOT HOT scale, just 
to help you out this summer if 
you feel like impressing a special 
someone.
I’ve been playing tennis for 14 
years and I have still yet to come 
up with the conclusion if girls dig 
guys who play tennis. So far they 
seem quite indifferent. The subject 
of tennis doesn’t exactly make 
them swoon with affection. No, the 
response that I often get is, “You 
play tennis?” In a kind of sarcastic 
tone with a hint of “that’s lame.” 
However I could be extremely 
sensitive, they could actually be 
asking a genuine question... But 
my intuition is usually right on the 
money, so I’m going to have to give 
tennis a NOT HOT. Sad but true.
The easiest way to meet the 
opposite sex at the beach is playing 
volleyball. It’s the go-to move. 
Hit up Kits or English bay grab a 
volleyball and within a few minutes 
you’ll be covered with either 
females or males. Seriously, it’s 
that easy. And the best think about 
volleyball is that each team can 
have up to eight people to a side, 
that way if you look left and there’s 
someone who doesn’t quite fit your 
fancy... look right and there’s bound 
to be someone who makes you 
move your eye brows up and down 
repeatedly. Volleyball is HOT. One 
word: bikinis. 
Playing Ice hockey growing up, 
I never once thought about playing 
lacrosse. And every time I go to 
watch my friends play at Queens 
Park Arena I am consistently 
reminded why I chose not to. 
Players are hacking players without 
the ball, the goalies look like robots, 
the scores end up being 9–7 or 
something ridiculously high... it’s 
shear madness. Not to mention the 
fact that you have to run back and 
forth in that arena and not skate 
back and forth. I couldn’t imagine 
how tiring it would be. However all 
that work does pay off. The crowd 
is pretty decent with parents from 
both teams and groups of high 
school girls and lacrosse players’ 
girlfriends coming out to watch 
their beloveds. And even though 
I’m not a huge fan of lacrosse, it’s 
quite the environment. Now I’m 
just wondering why we didn’t have 
crowds like that come out to watch 
our hockey games. Result? Lacrosse 
is HOT. 
Ultimate Frisbee is the classic 
hot summer’s day with a warm 
breeze on the field sport. Although 
whenever a Frisbee is brought 
out my friends and I just tend to 
pass it around until we get bored. 
The image of it is far greater than 
actually doing it. Maybe that’s 
because it takes a long time to 
organize and requires a larger 
amount of people per team, but 
that’s hard to come by when you’re 
not at the beach. I’m going to leave 
the image as that perfect breezy 
day but in reality this sport is NOT 
HOT. 
Street ball on its own is part of 
growing up in the summer. Finding 
that neighborhood basketball hoop 
and shooting around with friends 
has generated so many childhood 
memories. And the best thing about 
basketball is that you can play by 
yourself too. Practicing your shot 
and dribble in the warm and not–
too-hot weather after dinner time 
was the best way to tire out before 
hitting the hay. Basketball can be 
played one-on-one, three-on-three, 
or simply by yourself, and for that I 
have to give it a HOT. 
By David Hollinshead, Staff Writer
When the Indianapolis Colts drafted Andrew Luck first overall in the 
NFL Draft in April, every expert 
was hailing him as the Colts’ new 
franchise quarterback who will 
“replace” Peyton Manning for the 
next 10 years or so. It’s interesting 
how he has yet to take an NFL snap, 
and his career seems to already 
be decided as a success. Might as 
well put his bust in Canton now, 
why wait 30ish years to put him 
in the Hall of Fame. You won’t 
find me hating on him, but I think 
that as easy as it is to fall in love 
with his measurable and college 
tape, we should take a look at 
what his future may hold for him. 
Without making any ridiculously 
bold predictions like “perennial 
pro-bowler” and comparing him 
to Peyton Manning every five 
minutes.
Andrew Luck is an athletic 
freak. That’s the only way to 
describe him. It’s rare for a 
quarterback to be given the term at 
all, but to still be as effective in the 
pocket as Luck is. Luck stands at 
a tall 6-foot-4 and weighs a sturdy 
234 pounds. He ran 40 yards in 
4.67 seconds which is amazing 
for a quarterback, and was a top 
performer in the broad jump, three 
cone drill, and 20 yard shuffle. It’s 
not only those measurables, but 
his intangibles set him apart from 
any other quarterback in recent 
memory. His college film shows 
he has the ability to pick apart a 
defense with excellent reads and 
can make every NFL throw. You 
also saw him running down the 
sidelines, bringing in a one handed 
catch for a touchdown. His past, 
you can’t debate, it’s his future 
situation that’s interesting now.
The Colts just departed from 
Peyton Manning, the quarterback 
that literally carried them for his 
entire career, and here comes Luck 
who is doomed to fail. If he doesn’t 
measure up to Manning, you can 
no doubt bet that people will be 
bringing up his predecessor to no 
end. Team owner Jim Irsay brought 
in head coach Chuck Pagano 
to replace Jim Caldwell after a 
disappointing 2–14 season. Pagano 
is a good coach. He was last with 
the Baltimore Ravens as a defensive 
coordinator, keeping in place the 
Ravens great defence of probably 
the last ten years. He doesn’t have 
an offensive mind though, so 
Luck won’t be receiving too much 
progression help from him. It will 
be coming from Bruce Arians, 
who last coached the Pittsburgh 
Steelers for the past four years. He 
contributed in the development 
of Ben Roethlisberger, who was 
named to his first pro-bowl once 
Arians took over and won a Super 
Bowl title the year after. Luck is in 
good hands with Arians.
The division that Luck is going 
into is another plus to help him out. 
The Houston Texans, the division 
winners last year, appear to be the 
team to give the Colts the biggest 
amount of trouble. The Texans 
defense looks to be getting better 
and better, making them tough 
to de-throne. Their front seven 
is loaded, despite losing Mario 
Williams. With JJ Watt, Brooks 
Reed, Brian Cushing, and newly-
drafted Whitney Mercilus, they can 
put the pressure on. The Texans 
also have Pro Bowl cornerback 
Johnathan Joseph and riser Kareem 
Jackson covering receivers that are 
less than starting calibre, aside from 
Reggie Wayne
The Tennessee Titans look to 
take second place, just for being a 
better all-around team that’s not in 
the middle of a rebuilding phase 
like the Colts, but it wouldn’t 
surprise me if they split the season 
series. If the Colts are built right 
and quickly, it won’t be long before 
Luck can overcome them. The lowly 
Jaguars round out the division. 
Two easy wins a year for Luck, and 
isn’t that music to every rookie 
quarterback’s ears? The division 
is set up perfectly for Luck, giving 
him challenges at every stage of his 
career, assuming that things stay 
the same, which they definitely 
won’t, but we can only live in what 
we know now. How many times 
though have we heard of the “next 
big franchise quarterback” and they 
let us down?    
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Euro 2012 preview 
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Ah yes. That glorious time of year has come. Euro 2012 has finally arrived, 
soccer fans! But before you hit your 
favourite watering hole and drown 
your team’s sorrows/successes in 
endless pints, take a brief read here 
to familiarize yourself with the 
worthy opponents participating in 
the tournament.
Group A
Poland – Greece – Russia – Czech 
Republic
If you’re putting money down on 
Euro 2012, beware of investing too 
much in any of these squads. While 
Russia should emerge as the winner 
of this group, some underwhelming 
results in the qualification stage 
call their consistency into question. 
With Arsenal flop Andrei Arshavin 
declared captain, it appears Russia 
is placing a good deal of faith in a 
player who netted all of zero goals 
in qualifying. Possibly paired up 
front with him could be fellow 
Premier League flop Roman 
Pavlyuchenko. With the strikeforce 
in the shape it is, Russia may have 
to depend on their defense, led 
by solid goalkeeping from Igor 
Akinfeev. 
The Czech Republic, short of 
Milan Baros discovering his form 
of a decade ago, will have to rely 
on much the same strategy. Though 
when Petr Cech is the man between 
the posts, is that such a bad idea? 
Greece, the Euro 2004 winners, is 
easily one of the most boring teams 
to take the pitch in this tournament. 
Their stifling style of play was 
enough to get them the win eight 
years ago, and may be just enough 
to get out of the group this year. 
Finally, Poland shouldn’t really 
be here. If they weren’t hosting 
the tournament, it’s doubtful their 
no-name team would have made 
it through qualifications. But here 
they are, and, as one of the co-hosts, 
you can’t count them out just yet. 
Never underestimate the power of 
playing at home. All the same, look 
for Russia and the Czech Republic 
to move on to the next round.
Group B
Netherlands – Denmark – Germany 
– Portugal
This year’s so-called “group of 
death” should be a fun one to 
watch. No shortage of stars to keep 
an eye on here. The Netherlands 
will be hungrier than ever to take 
the top prize since being narrowly 
edged out in the final of the last 
World Cup. Winger Arjen Robben 
may be the most motivated player, 
or at least the one with the most 
to prove, for the Oranje after his 
recent misfortune in the Champions 
League for Bayern Munich. 
Denmark is the squad almost 
everyone has already dismissed, 
but games aren’t won on paper. 
With a solid squad complimented 
by the talented Nicklas Bendtner, 
the Danes could pull off an upset or 
two. 
Germany is a serious contender 
every time they play on the national 
stage, and this tournament is 
no exception. Having the most 
entertaining name to say in sport, 
Bastian Schweinsteiger, in the 
middle of the park, Manuel Neuer 
guarding the goal, and the ever 
outstanding Mario Gomez up front, 
certainly bodes well for the German 
hopes to end their current 16-year 
title drought. 
Last, but not least, Portugal. 
After a surprisingly poor 
performance in qualification, 
Portugal nonetheless finds itself 
at the world’s second most 
prestigious tournament. As per the 
usual, despite the talent littered 
throughout the lineup, a great 
burden will be placed on Cristiano 
Ronaldo’s back to carry the team 
through. I hate myself for it, but 
I’m taking the favourites in this 
one; Germany and the Netherlands 
should come out of group B.
Group C
Spain – Italy – Ireland – Croatia
For most casual soccer fans, the 
mere mention of Spain pricks their 
ears up, but this group has so 
much more to offer. Yes, the star-
studded cast of La Roja is always 
entertaining to watch, but don’t 
expect another championship from 
this squad. Along with missing 
prolific scorer, David Villa, if Spain 
were to take Euro 2012 it would 
be their third title in a row. Quite a 
feat. However, I predict a return to 
mediocrity and choking exits for the 
Spaniards from here on in. 
Italy is another recent title 
winner in the group. After being 
gifted the 2006 World Cup using 
a combination of elegant Italian 
flopping and biased refereeing, the 
Azzurri have not been up to much, 
but that may change this year. With 
the ever troublesome (both on and 
off the pitch) Mario Balotelli being 
given the number nine shirt by 
coach, Cesare Prandelli, it seems 
like Euro 2012 is set to see a host of 
the talented but classless striker’s 
antics. Several familiar aging faces 
still anchor the squad, namely 
Andrea Pirlo in the midfield and 
Gianluigi Buffon in net, and the 
Italians may just have something in 
their bag of tricks this time around. 
Ireland has one of the more 
underrated teams in the tourney. 
The boys in green have finally 
found their way back to a top 
championship after being denied 
a trip to the last World Cup by 
Thierry Henry’s “Hand of Gaul.” 
Ireland manager, Giovanni 
Trapattoni, runs a tight ship, if an 
unspectacular one, and the group 
will need a few timely goals from 
captain Robbie Keane if they hope 
to advance. The added incentive for 
some of the veterans such as Shay 
Given and John O’Shea is that this 
may be their last chance to play 
at a major competition before age 
catches up to them. 
Croatia is always an interesting 
bunch to watch. Luka Modric is one 
of the world’s best midfielders, and 
he has a decent enough supporting 
cast that the Croats could pull off 
an upset here and there. Going out 
on a limb for the first time with my 
picks here; watch out for the shock 
of the tourney as Italy and Ireland 
move on.
Group D
Ukraine – Sweden – France – 
England
In group D we find the other 
co-host, Ukraine. Like Poland, 
Ukraine shouldn’t really be 
here. Their roster seems to have 
little to boast other than being a 
commentator’s nightmare, and the 
few recognizable names they have 
are well past their prime. In order 
for them to succeed, Bayern Munich 
man Anatoliy Tymoshchuk will 
have to be the team’s rock in the 
midfield, and Andriy Shevchenko 
will have to scrape the bottom of 
the tank and hope there’s enough 
left for one last go.  
Sweden has Zlatan Ibrahimovic. 
With a suspect back line, but the 
ever consistent Andreas Isaksson 
between the sticks, the Swedes may 
turtle for the most part, and place 
their hopes on Ibrahimovic or one 
of their free kick specialists popping 
one in. 
France is coming off one of the 
most embarrassing events in World 
Cup history after Patrice Evra led a 
stand against then coach Raymond 
Domenech. The French would 
most likely be satisfied with simply 
avoiding such a debacle again, 
but this squad has some serious 
talent that could do some damage 
if manager Laurent Blanc can get 
them to play. When a team has 
Samir Nasri, Karim Benzema, and 
Franck Ribery on the field, you had 
better pay attention. The French 
could go far as long as no internal 
fires spring up. 
England can never seem to get 
it together. This year will continue 
that trend. The only good news 
for England is that, due to Frank 
Lampard being ruled out due to 
injury, the ridiculous partnership of 
Steven Gerrard and Lamps will not 
be seen this time around. The other 
age-old problem still exists though: 
Wayne Rooney has no one to play 
with up front. At the very least, 
English supporters can take heart in 
having a real goalie once again, Joe 
Hart. I just can’t see the three lion’s 
international woes ending here; 
France and Sweden will take the 
punch.
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By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Ultimate, better known to many as ultimate Frisbee, has been steadily growing 
in popularity over the last few 
years. Yes, those ignorant to 
the sport still throw around the 
cliché lines such as, “Isn’t that 
for dogs?,” “Don’t you have to 
be a hippie to play?,” and “Wait, 
that’s a sport?”—but ultimate has 
come a long way since its pie plate 
hucking hippie creators in the ‘70s. 
Ultimate is finally getting some 
recognition. 
Ultimate, mainly over the 
last decade or so, has taken a firm 
place at the high school, college, 
and recreational level. Using 
British Columbia as an example, 
there have been annual high 
school ultimate championships for 
some time now. Public and private 
schools alike compete tooth and 
nail to take home the top prize, 
and, having actually been one of 
those kids, I can tell you that the 
competition can get rather fierce. 
BC also has several recreational 
leagues, with the largest being the 
Vancouver Ultimate League which 
currently has over 4,000 members. 
Moving on to the countrywide 
stage, the Canadian Ultimate 
Championships take place every 
August with teams (junior and 
adult) coming from all over our 
great nation to strut their stuff. 
Canada is also a contender on the 
world circuit, regularly sending 
top squads to compete, such as at 
this year’s World Junior Ultimate 
Championships held in Dublin, 
Ireland. And just when you 
thought the future couldn’t get 
brighter for ultimate in Canada, 
Ultimate Canada currently has 
full eligibility status under Sport 
Canada, a major step towards 
securing future funding for the 
sport. 
As evidenced by the mention 
of world championships, 
ultimate’s status has not only been 
on the rise in Canada. Despite the 
ever increasing worldwide love of 
the game, detractors of the sport 
always had a trump card to play. 
No longer. 
Generally a strong indicator 
of the legitimacy of a sport 
is whether or not it has a 
professional league. I’m happy to 
report, that as of this year, ultimate 
has just that. Thanks to the 
American Ultimate Disc League 
(AUDL), the game can now 
dismiss the most common charge 
against it. The AUDL currently 
has eight teams established, 
and its inaugural season is well 
underway. To top it off, one of the 
league’s highlights, a gorgeous 
catch by Brent Anderson of the 
Connecticut Constitution (go look 
it up!), found its way onto a TSN 
broadcast last month.  
Along with establishing a 
professional presence, ultimate 
is pushing easily recognizable 
figures into the spotlight. That’s 
right. Ultimate has faces you can 
associate with it now. Practically 
every player has heard of Brodie 
Smith and his ridiculous trick 
shots on YouTube. He’s not exactly 
Wayne Gretzky, but he is a face. 
Something/someone to rally 
around.
In conclusion, ultimate is 
a legitimate sport. It has large 
numbers of participants across 
a variety of levels, international 
tournaments, devoted athletes, 
its own emerging icons, and a 
professional league. It may not 
produce college scholarships yet, 
but with the strides the sport 
has made over the last few years 
I wouldn’t say it’s out of the 
question. Play on. 
The Kings of L.A. Rise of the flying disc;
Ultimate gaining credibility
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
How did the L.A. Kings, who barely made the playoffs in eighth spot, make it all the 
way to the Stanley Cup Finals? They 
came in as the complete underdogs 
and are now the powerhouse team 
in the West. Ever since head coach 
Darryl Sutter replaced former 
head coach Terry Murray back in 
December the Kings have been 
able to turn their ship around into 
the right direction. Yes, everything 
is looking in their favour to win 
the Stanley Cup so now the real 
question is whether or not they can 
thread the needle and finish off what 
they started. 
In the first round of the playoffs 
the Kings were up against the 
Vancouver Canucks. A team that 
had just captured their second 
consecutive Presidents’ Trophy and 
a team that had just come off a year 
where they lost in game seven of 
the Stanley Cup Finals to the Boston 
Bruins. It wasn’t hard to see that the 
Canucks were the favourites against 
the Kings. Hungrier than ever. 
However, right off the bat the Kings 
came out and dominated, winning 
the first three games and then 
finishing the Canucks off in game 
five, taking the series four games 
to one. A shocker, to say the least. 
All of Vancouver was stunned and 
devastated that they were knocked 
out so early, especially to a team like 
L.A. 
The Kings continued to take 
that underdog status and roll with 
it against the number-two seeded 
team in the Western Conference, the 
St. Louis Blues. After four games 
though, it was all over. L.A. steam 
rolled the Blues in a sweep and 
advanced to the Western Conference 
finals against the Phoenix Coyotes. 
A strange set of opponents 
to say the least. Who would have 
guessed that the Coyotes and Kings 
would be duking it out to advance 
to the Stanley Cup Finals. Two teams 
that flew under the radar over the 
course of the regular season. 
Well, the Coyotes were just like 
the rest of them—no match for the 
Kings. All it took was five games. 
And now the Kings are making an 
appearance in the Finals—against 
the New Jersey Devils—for the first 
time since 1993 when they lost to the 
Montreal Canadiens. 
In the 15 games that they’ve 
played in the post-season the Kings 
have a total of 43 goals. That’s a 2.87 
goals for per game average. They 
have 13 wins and only two losses, a 
total of 23 goals against making that 
an average of a 1.53 goals against 
average. 
They’re not scoring a whole 
lot, but they’re not getting scored 
on either. Jonathan Quick has been 
lights out, posting a 1.49 GAA and 
a .946% save percentage, with a 
lot of credit having to go toward 
goaltending coach and New 
Westminster resident Bill Ranford. 
So with all of that said, what is 
there secret? What gives? How does 
a team all of a sudden absolutely 
dominate in the playoffs?
It could be the case of 
exceptional goaltending, or the 
defensive mind-set that they seem 
to have, preying off their opponents’ 
mistakes. But for a team to dominate 
like they have, it has to be much 
more than that. 
It all comes down to discipline. 
And the Kings of L.A. have plenty of 
it. The Devils have experience and 
three Stanley Cups to boot in the 
past two decades, but they’re now 
the underdogs. A familiar status to 
the Kings who are now looking from 
the other side of the spectrum—as 
the favourites to win the Holy Grail.
“They’re not scoring a whole lot, but they’re not getting scored on 
either. Jonathan Quick has been lights out, posting a 1.49 GAA and 
a .946% save percentage, with a lot of credit having to go toward 
goaltending coach and New Westminster resident Bill Ranford.”
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By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
I’ll never forget when I went to Montreal last year for the national conference for all of 
the post-seconday newspapers 
across Canada. There were lectures 
every day from all sorts of public 
speakers which ranged from all 
sections; news to arts to sports, etc. 
I decided to drop in on the sports 
seminar where a Montreal Gazette 
reporter was discussing how daily 
life is with his job. He was talking 
about how he wakes up early in the 
morning, goes out to the Montreal 
Canadiens practices, and then 
goes down to the dressing rooms 
and asks the players questions. He 
would do this on a routine basis 
with specific deadlines of when 
articles were due throughout the 
day. One deadline I can recall 
is after a hockey game would 
finish—around 9:15—9:30ish—the 
deadline for the article about the 
game would be due by midnight. 
Anyways, after discussing all of this 
and acknowledging the fact that 
Montreal is a hockey mad city, even 
more-so than Vancouver, and the 
pressure that is on the Canadiens to 
be successful is beyond ridiculous, 
he brought up the topic of the Grey 
Cup and how the Alouettes won it a 
few months ago.
I recall him saying, “We won 
the Grey Cup... but who really 
cares?” The room exploded with 
laughter, it seemed like everyone 
was on the same page, I couldn’t 
agree with him more. 
Winning the Grey Cup is 
equivalent to a Saturday night 
where you’re hanging around with 
your friends with nothing to do 
and all of a sudden you get a text 
message from someone you know 
saying there’s a huge party and to 
bring everyone. You go to the party, 
walk in, and it’s bumpin’ with great 
music and what not. And then 
someone offers you free beer for the 
rest of the night. 
Yes, it’s awesome at the time, 
but afterwards... who really cares? 
It’s no Stanley Cup. And that has to 
be expected in a city like Vancouver 
where we live eat and breathe 
hockey. It’s almost a religion. 
It might have something to do 
with how the CFL is constructed. 
There are only eight teams in 
the league and out of those eight 
teams six go on to advance into the 
playoffs. Once in the playoffs the 
top-seeded teams in the Eastern 
and Western Conferences get a bye 
into the Conference Finals while the 
other teams play each other in the 
Semi-finals. The winner of the semi-
finals plays the top seeded teams 
in the Conference finals, and then 
the winners of the conference finals 
meet up in the Grey Cup. 
Each round is only one game. 
One game to win the semi’s, one 
game to win the conference finals, 
and one game to win the Grey 
Cup. And if you’re that team that 
finished as the top seed in your 
respected conference than all it 
takes is two wins to take it all home. 
The big prize. 
Although when it’s all said and 
done, it doesn’t seem like such a big 
prize, does it? 
There’s only eight teams in 
the entire league and without the 
choice of adding teams into the 
CFL—which looks like it won’t be 
happening at any time soon—why 
not lengthen the playoffs and make 
each round a series? Now I’m not 
saying a best-of-seven games series 
but something even as minimal as 
best-of-three games. First team to 
win two games advances on to the 
next round. That would at least 
make the Grey Cup somewhat of 
a challenge, and would spark up 
rivalries between teams. It’s not 
the most dramatic change and at 
this point seems to be the most 
realistic which would bring a lot 
more respect towards the game, 
where there has to be a change, 
especially in cities where hockey is 
the favourite. 
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Winning the Grey Cup, Canada’s most prestigious trophy 
for football excellence, is a great 
achievement. To be the best at 
anything is certainly nothing to 
shake a fist at, and despite the 
CFL’s small size, the Grey Cup is no 
exception.
The most common shot taken 
at the difficulty (or lack thereof) of 
taking home the CFL’s top prize 
has to do with the number of teams 
competing. In an eight-team league 
where only two clubs don’t make 
the playoffs, how hard could it 
possibly be to repeat as champions? 
If statistics have anything to say 
about it: quite difficult. Only 15 
teams have won championships 
in back-to-back seasons over the 
99-year history of the league, and 
just three teams in the last 25 years. 
Interesting. In a world where 
seemingly every sports league 
strives for parity, the CFL appears 
to have just that. Any team has a 
shot at the title each and every year. 
Looking back at last season, the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers managed 
to get to the Grey Cup, but do you 
remember where they were the 
season before? They put up all of 
four wins. Good enough for last 
place in the entire league. 
Closely related to the 
previous point, there is another 
championship with few competitive 
teams, but no one has ever 
called it out to not be such an 
accomplishment. Ever watched 
hockey at the Olympics? Or the 
World Championships? There 
are 12 and 16 teams in these 
tournaments respectively, but, in all 
honesty, only seven teams have a 
chance, unless you’re enough of an 
idealist to think that Italy or Latvia 
and the like genuinely could win. 
Since the only real difference I can 
see here is the number of teams 
competing, perhaps that is what the 
CFL needs in order to be considered 
legitimate. Just add some cannon 
fodder. They don’t need to actually 
play; just be there.
The talent level is another 
issue often brought up. Another 
non-issue to anyone who takes 
a few moments to think about it. 
Excluding those players who come 
out of a junior football league 
(e.g. current Lion’s running back, 
Andrew Harris), each player has 
come out of a university/college 
football program, often on a 
scholarship. Scholarships aren’t 
given out willy nilly; these are 
top athletes. Generally the main 
reason players end up in the CFL 
instead of the NFL is because 
they’re considered too small for 
the American game. Size however, 
except in the cases of offensive 
and defensive linemen, is highly 
overrated. Take a look at Doug 
Flutie. He won the Heisman (best 
college player in the country) and 
then was virtually ignored due to 
his stature. After never being given 
a true chance, and bouncing from 
the Bears to the Patriots, Flutie took 
his talents up north to the CFL, 
dominated for several seasons, 
and then returned to the NFL 
and showed how irrelevant tape 
measures are in terms of calculating 
ability.
One final note on winning the 
Grey Cup is to remember that this is 
still football. Players are still going 
out there and putting their bodies 
on the line. Injuries are a part of 
the game, not merely possibilities. 
If you want to stand there and 
tell a fellow who just tore a vital 
ligament/muscle/tendon that the 
prize he’s vying for isn’t a great 
accomplishment, be my guest.
“In an eight-team league where only two clubs don’t make the playoffs, how 
hard could it possibly be to repeat as champions? If statistics have anything 
to say about it: quite difficult.”
“Yes, it’s awesome at the time, but afterwards... who really cares? It’s no 
Stanley Cup.”
Grey Cup? More like ‘Great Cup’! 
The Grey Cup; hardly an accomplishment
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Humour.
Capricorn
(12/22-1/19)
Don’t let things bother you 
today. Just live in the future. That 
presentation that was worth 45 per 
cent of your final grade certainly 
won’t matter 100 years from now.
Aquarius 
(1/20-2/18)
Find a wide-open field to frolic 
in today. You should also wear a 
white dress even if you’re a male. 
That way, you’ll be prepared 
for your starring role in an old 
sanitary napkin commercial. 
Pisces
(2/19-3/20)
Tap into some electrifying energy 
today by sticking your finger in a 
light socket. It may be the last burst 
of energy you’ll ever get!  
Aries
(3/21-4/19)
A stranger is just a friend you 
haven’t met. So go ahead, pick 
up that hitchhiker on the side of 
the road! I’m sure that “Stabby 
the Clown” is just an affectionate 
nickname.
Taurus
(4/20-5/20)
You’re taking off to the stars today! 
Those mad scientists needed 
another temp agency worker for 
their space experiment. On the 
bright side, you’ll meet some 
wisecracking robots! 
Gemini
(5/21-6/21)
Hmm. It appears that after trying 
my Perfectly Legitimate™ Chinese 
spring cure, you’ve been turned 
into the opposite gender. Get ready 
for some wacky misadventures 
and an ongoing romantic subplot 
that won’t end until the final 
chapter of your life.   
 Cancer
(6/22-7/22)
Your words have a lot of power 
today. But don’t get too cocky. 
Another infamous person’s 
words had a lot of power behind 
them as well. That old lady that 
said “Where’s the Beef?” is still 
influencing young people’s fast 
food choices across the globe.
Leo
(7/23-8/22)
It’s time to get out of the 
dirt. I know you think living 
aboveground is too mainstream, 
but I’ve also heard that the moles 
you’ve been living with have been 
complaining about you not paying 
your share of the rent. 
Virgo
(8/23-9/22)
Don’t wait for someone else 
to make the first move. You’re 
playing a game of Solitaire.
Libra
(9/23-10/22)
Today can bring anything, but just 
not the dry, hot sun over the Lower 
Mainland.
Scorpio
(10/23-11/21)
Make sure that you do everything 
equally today. For every old lady 
you help cross the street, you’ll 
have to push the same number of 
old ladies into traffic.
Sagittarius 
(11/22-12/22)
Now’s the time to stop and rest 
a while. Midterms won’t be for 
another week and a bit. Try to 
invent a new drinking game!
With files from Livia Turnbull.
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In an effort to provide you with better 
news coverage and put three writers 
out of work, The Other Press presents 
Live Wires, the best news stories from 
around the world that we could print 
for pennies on the dollar.
Edited By Liam Britten, Humour 
Editor
Canadian Army secures second-
hand catapults from Byzantine 
Empire
Minister of National Defence 
Peter MacKay announced that 
the government had just inked a 
deal with the Byzantine Empire to 
secure 40 second-hand catapults to 
upgrade the nation’s armouries.
“With a range of over 300 
metres and the capability to fire 
both lead shot or loose stone, 
these new catapults will finally 
put Canada on the same level as 
many other international powers,” 
the Minister said. “The Thracians, 
Spartans, Visigoths, and even the 
Huns will have to respect Canada’s 
military might now.”
Although the Minister was 
optimistic about the future of 
Canada’s new medieval weaponry, 
the memory of Canada’s ill-fated 
purchase of broken-down British 
submarines is still fresh. MacKay 
said that while the new arms are 
needed, it was important to make 
sure the Byzantines were playing 
fair.
“While the Canadian 
government has great faith in 
the honesty and integrity of his 
majesty and his sakellarios and 
strategos, we have to do our 
due diligence,” MacKay said. 
“His majesty has agreed that 
if the catapults are found to be 
in unacceptable condition, his 
government will surrender four 
galleons to Canada, loaded with 
spices and silks from the exotic 
Orient, as well as the Despotate of 
Epirus.”
—Associated Associates
Diablo III lives up to expectations 
of disappointed expectations
With over 7 million players 
enjoying their newest game, and 
over 6 million of them completely 
pissed off, Blizzard Entertainment 
is calling their latest offering, 
Diablo III, a complete success.
The game has been plagued 
by technical problems, some 
preventing play entirely, as well 
as controversy over digital rights 
management issues.
These problems have 
completely vindicated the game 
in the eyes of most industry 
observers.
“A game with as much 
anticipation and expectations 
associated with it like Diablo 
III will always disappoint the 
legions of nerds who stake their 
entire well-being on it living 
up to an impossible standard,” 
wrote PostMedia blogger Patrick 
O’Rourke. “But this game has 
just about every dork, nerd, spaz 
geek and career masturbator up in 
arms. I mean, we expected most 
of them would be, but this many? 
Didn’t see that coming. A complete 
triumph.”
Blizzard’s next project is 
rumoured to be a World of 
Warcraft-style game adapted for 
the Diablo universe. Blizzard plans 
to release it in 2017 to increase 
expectations even further, and 
hopes to achieve 90 per cent 
disappointment.
—QMI WTF
Live Wires
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Humour Think you’re funny? Contact us at humour@theotherpress.ca
By Little Orphan Liam Britten, 
Humour Editor
The British Columbia Human Rights Tribunal is hearing a complaint brought on by a 
group representing the province’s 
orphans that claims the new Family 
Day holiday is nothing but a cruel 
joke at their expense.
And for their part, the BC 
Liberals aren’t denying it.
The Minister of Children 
and Family Development, Mary 
McNeil, told The Other Press that 
children “make me sick,” and that 
orphans are the “whiniest little 
fucks you’ll ever meet.”
“Nothing is ever good enough 
for these little pukes,” McNeil told 
The Other Press. “You give these 
kids the opportunity to travel 
between multiple foster homes, 
sometimes ten or more times each 
year, you give them all the gruel 
they can eat, and look at how they 
repay you! Makes you wish for the 
days of Dickens.”
The government’s reaction 
to the Tribunal’s case was met by 
Kaylin Rogers, one of the plaintiffs 
in the pending action.
“This just shows you how 
insensitive the government is. 
Public holidays should be inclusive, 
not exercises in divisiveness,” she 
said. “I mean, imagine if we had a 
holiday that celebrated people who 
go overseas and murder people 
in the name of the state? Or what 
if we celebrated the monarchy 
one day a year, say, in the middle 
of May, and forgot about the 
hundreds of years the royal family 
wielded dictatorial powers of 
life or death over a quarter of the 
globe? That would be sick. We 
need more inclusive holidays, like 
Remembrance Day or Victoria 
Day.”
However, the government is 
receiving support for their “tough 
on orphans” approach from the 
most unlikely of places: right-wing 
think tank the Fraser Institute.
“It’s important that we remind 
these orphans that their lack of 
family costs taxpayers millions 
every year,” said senior fellow 
Charles Lammam. “I think the best 
thing for us to do as a society is 
teach these orphans a little bit of 
self-sufficiency. Let’s teach them 
that working in a coal mine isn’t 
so bad. Let’s use their tiny hands 
to their fullest advantage, and get 
them working in machine shops 
unjamming wood chippers and 
what not.”
Lammam said that if 
orphans don’t get to work, the 
competitiveness of BC’s economy 
could be at risk: “If our orphans 
don’t take these kinds of jobs, some 
harder-working Malaysian orphan 
is just going to snatch them right 
up.”
BC’s new Family Day holiday 
considered an ‘insult’ to 
province’s orphans
Test-tube babies, foster children also ‘humiliated’ 
by new holiday celebrating familial love they can 
never know
By “Boxcar” Liam Britten
Although the CP Rail Teamsters were legislated back to work Friday by the 
Conservative government, another 
union, the Union of Canadian 
Hobos (UCH) began a sympathy 
strike today to support the 
Teamsters at CP Rail and fight for 
better conditions themselves.
Citing a litany of grievances 
about their working conditions, 
compensation, and the way rivers 
keep looking at them funny, the 
over 6,000-strong union represents 
all of the bums, sponges, alkis, 
drifters, beggars, and tramps who 
ride the rails in search of temporary 
work and cheap liquor.
With their collective bargaining 
agreement recently expired, the 
hobos have reached a stalemate in 
negotiations with management. 
Demands for workplace safety, 
new bindles, harmonica tunings, 
and a bottle of mouthwash every 
day have fallen on deaf ears, 
primarily because most managers 
are delusional voices brought on 
by the hobos’ mental disorders and 
inhaled paint fumes.
“We hobos understand the 
magnitude of our actions. We 
realize the seriousness of a strike 
that paralyzes major infrastructure 
the entire nation depends on,” said 
UCH chief negotiator “Boxcar” 
Pete. “But we cannot stand by any 
longer as our better-paid and less-
urine encrusted comrades suffer 
under the yoke of oppression.”
The scope of the strike is 
wide-ranging. The hobos will 
refuse to perform almost all of 
their normal duties, which may 
have major ramifications for 
the country. Decaying cities will 
now be completely free of hobo 
songs. Tall tales will be noticeably 
shorter. Incoherent screaming will 
be minimal. And perhaps most 
troubling of all, the nation will be 
completely free of any horrible 
reminders of the consequences for 
falling behind in a capitalist society.
Unity among the hobos is 
extremely high. After the UCH 
leadership informed members that 
the Union’s emergency supply 
of cooking wine could last all 
summer, members voted 96 per 
cent in favour of labour action. 
This solidarity is a good sign for 
the strikers, as labour unrest can be 
trying for workers
“The hobos really need to 
make sure they don’t encounter 
competition from scab workers,” 
said “Boxcar” Gary, a professor 
of vagabond studies at Memorial 
University. “Also ,they need to 
watch out for blister workers, open 
sore workers, festering wound 
workers, pustule workers, missing 
teeth workers… the list goes on. 
What I’m trying to say is, hobos are 
really unhealthy.”
Although the strike is in its 
infancy, the federal Conservatives 
have made no secret about their 
desire to get the hobos off the 
picket lines and back to not 
working as soon as possible.
“My office will be tendering 
legislation within the week to 
end this strike,” said Labour 
Minister Lisa Raitt. “These dregs 
of society are an essential part of 
our nation’s economy. If regular, 
everyday Canadians have to drive 
to work without getting their 
BMW’s windows squeegeed for 
mere pennies by a destitute man 
suffering from Hepatitis C, our 
government is not doing its job.”
Rail-riding hobos begin 
sympathy strike in support of 
CP Rail workers
“Citing a litany of grievances about their working conditions, compensation, 
and the way rivers keep looking at them funny, the over 6,000-strong union 
represents all of the bums, sponges, alkis, drifters, beggars, and tramps who 
ride the rails in search of temporary work and cheap liquor.”
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